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COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS

GENERAL MEETING
at 1930 hours

Tuesday
Feb 29

Valentine’s DayValentine’s DayValentine’s DayValentine’s DayValentine’s Day
Captains’ TreatCaptains’ TreatCaptains’ TreatCaptains’ TreatCaptains’ Treat

Monday, February14th
at 1900 hours in the clubhouse

POT LUCK SUPPER
BY THE MEN

Prize for the best Valentine poet!
(see explanation elsewhere in TellTales)

The gals promise to enjoy it all!

Visit our club website at...
www.islandsails.com/sailingclub

VALENTINE’S DAY
SOCIAL

Monday
Feb 14

Commodore’s report

Continued on page 3 ...
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There has been a great deal of activity
in all quarters of our club over the past
three months. All of your Executive
have been busy carrying out the affairs
of the club. I wish to especially thank
Barb Todd for standing in as Secretary
for Glen Willett while Glen is away.

We have had four very successful
social events under the direction of
your Staff Captain Mary Neil with
some innovative ideas incorporated
into these events. Mary has been ably
assisted by a crew of willing helpers
including Phyllis Waltho as our popu-
lar and well received Master (Mistress)
of Ceremonies. Irene Gibbs, your Vice
Commodore, along with some quali-
fied engineers, has quickly resolved
our water leakage problem in the base-
ment so we can now better utilise this
store room. Sam Sydneysmith, your

Rear Commodore, has been active in
planning improvements to our docks.
Tom Locke, our Wharfinger, has com-
pleted the review of the electrical con-
sumption of each vessel and has been
in contact with those who are at vari-
ance with their contracted consump-
tion rate. The rate charged is based on
the peak consumption not the average
rate of consumption since we have no
way of recording the average rate.

Letters of appreciation have been
sent to the members of the past Execu-
tive as well as the Chairman of the
Round Saltspring Race, the Publisher
of the Yearbook and the Editor and
Publisher of TellTales on behalf of the
members of the club. Letters were also
sent out to those members who re-
signed in 1999 expressing our regrets
on their resignation.

General Meeting
Tuesday, February 29th, 2000

at 1930 hours in the clubhouse

AGENDA

Call to order at 1930 hours
Approval of previous minutes
Officers’ reports
Outstanding business:

Honorary Life Membership
presentations

New Business
Adjournment

Positive progress is being made in
satisfying our wash problem. The vari-
ous agencies that impact on the issue
have been contacted and to this point,
the response has been encouraging. We
are proceeding with an application for
the installation of a buoy to help re-
duce the wash from visiting vessels.

We have received the 1999 invoice
from the BC Lands and Assets Depart-
ment regarding the increased foreshore
lease and this has been paid. The

Club Yearbooks
will be ready for pickup in

the clubhouse within
the next couple of weeks.

“Gentlemen,
synchronise your

watches!” Before the
Groundhog Race:

Philip Grange, John
Farquharson (mostly

hidden), Neil Buchan,
Rick Wallace (crewing

on MINKE), and
Tony Meek

From the ‘Spaghetti
Nite’ social: Ping
Drage, Barry and
Kitty Cotton, Pete
Drage, John Gibbs
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House ‘n’ grounds
Have you been dying to know if we
managed to stop the groundwater leak-
ing into the basement? While we
haven’t had the ultimate rainstorm
yet, I think I can safely say we have
solved that problem and our basement
remains dry. You may have seen the
new drainage basin and pipe beside the
steps to the front door. This pipe feeds
into the existing drainage system that
was installed a couple of years ago, and
we added a few more feet of pipe where
it exits alongside our roadway into the
ditch. The backed up water then came
gushing and gurgling out and ran
down to the sea.

The other urgent problem was the
tool shed and the need to move it from
the creek bank because of the erosion
underneath the foundation. This is
going to require a little more time to
come up with a viable solution. Brian
LeLievre and Philip Grange have been
most generous with their time and
expertise in apprising me of the con-
dition of the creek bank and I feel we
should do nothing with the tool shed
until we have their report and recom-
mendations in hand. Meantime, they
discovered yet another drainage basin
adjacent to the parking lot which,
when John Gibbs, Jim Linklater and I
dug it out and cleared it of debris and
mud, it too allowed the rainwater to
run freely right down to the creek. So,
as you can see, we’re working on it.

We had the lower parking lot lev-
elled and gravelled over, so you should
now be able to get out of your vehicle
there and be assured you will not step
into ankle-deep water or mud. Minor
repairs to the other two parking lots
will be carried out over the next few
days or weeks.

If all of this activity has you won-
dering how you can get in on the fun,
just give me a call, or email me at
igibbs@saltspring.com, and I’ll give
you a choice of picks from the job jar.
We need someone with the expertise
or enthusiasm to repair the grates
crossing the roadway, and someone
who can patch up the insulation on
the A-frame. Replacing the eaves-
trough on the A-frame? Nope, sorry,
that job’s already taken—Jim Linklater
and I will be doing that one. But please
don’t hesitate to come forward if you
want to help with the upkeep of the
grounds. There’s not much to be done
in the clubhouse at the moment. Lorne
Shantz and his crew did such a smash-
ing job of the renovations that we can
all sit back and just enjoy it for now.
Until, that is, we decide to do another
major refit.

Now, if you want to know what the

Ganges Harbour’s
for the birds
We thought you might be interested
in some of the birds we found in the
Ganges Harbour during the Christmas
Bird Count.

January 9th was a cold blustery day.
We were out from 1100–1400 hours,
having followed most of the shoreline
of the harbour. This is the list that was
published on the internet and passed
on to the Christmas Bird Count co-
ordinator for SSI. We would like to
thank Mr. Alan Best who has done this
count for more than twenty years.

Boat Trip: Ganges Harbour,
Salt Spring Island, B.C., Canada.
48° 51' N, 123° 28' W
1100–1400 hours, January 09, 2000.
Sun and Wind, 4°C
628 birds, 25 species

Pacific Loon 10
Western Grebe 59
DC Cormorant 10
Brandt’s Cormorant 16
Canada Goose 33
Scaup, Gr. & Less. 26
Harlequin Duck 8
Oldsquaw 29
Surf Scoter 65
Goldeneye Species 78
Hooded Merganser 10
Common Merganser 19
Bald Eagle 1
Peregrine Falcon 1
Black Turnstone 18
Bonaparte’s Gull 2
Mew Gull 29
Glaucous-winged Gull 18
Gull Species immature 13
Marbled Murrelet 6
Rock Dove 26
Northwestern Crow 20
Pine Siskin 20

—John and Heather Neville,
MEW GULL

On the
waterfront
Members of last year’s Foreshore Sub-
Committee have generously agreed to
serve another term which means we
will continue to benefit from their spe-
cial know-how and experience in
maintaining our waterfront facilities
and dock system. I, especially, am very
grateful for their support.

As a part of routine maintenance on
the old docks we will be starting a pro-
gram soon, spearheaded by Al Kirk, to
install rub-boards of UHMD (Ultra
High Molecular Density) material at all
piling holes which show signs of ex-
cessive wear, especially those at the
ends of the outside finger floats on B
dock. A test installation at a piling hole
on B dock has given very encouraging
results so far. Another problem we face
is to ease congestion on the dinghy
docks, which are already fully occupied
and dangerously cramped. Phil Hume
is looking into some new ways of stor-
ing the dinghies on the floats to make
more efficient use of the available area.
And Tony Meek has undertaken to
improve the docking system for the
club’s chase boat.

There are no major structural tasks
in the works although several have
been identified in the new Long Term
Development Plan. It is hoped that we
can hold off on any major capital ex-
penditure until the club has paid down
its mortgage further. In the meantime,
however, we shall do our homework
and (1) inspect the pier to determine
its health and integrity, develop a plan
to renew or replace it, and obtain pre-
liminary quotes from marine contrac-
tors; (2) inspect the piles to determine
which ones will need replacing first so
that we can develop a plan for accom-
plishing this, possibly in conjunction
with the proposal to add finger floats
to C dock.  Actual work on the pier, if
deemed necessary, can only be done
in late fall due to the constraints of
tides and the herring spawning season.
Also on the list, but much more po-
litical, is the task of working towards
establishing a speed buoy in the

rest of your Executive has been up to
lately, you must come to the General
Meeting on February 29. It’s a great
way for you to show your appreciation
for the hard work they and their com-
mittees do for you. See you there.

—Irene Gibbs, Vice Commodore Continued on page 3 ...



Show us your
photographs!
Two photograph albums will be on the
counter in the clubhouse. If you have
photos of club events you would like
to share please put them in the album
for all to enjoy. Thank you.

—Mary Neil, Staff Captain

About 50
would-be
Eyetalians...
crowded into the clubhouse for ‘Spa-
ghetti Nite’. Word must have got
around that the cooks were preparing
something special, because everyone
had made that important phone call
to reserve space. Makes it much easier
for the organisers to come up with the
right amount of food. It was a splen-
did Roman feast, a gustatory bonanza,
a gourmet’s delight, lovingly prepared
by Mary Neil and her kitchen cohorts,
June Mason and  Jenny Barrio. Getting
50 plates of spaghetti served at al dente
perfection at one sitting  caused a few
tense moments in the kitchen, but
many helping hands made the serv-
ing go very smoothly.

Phyllis did her usual excellent job as
MC—what would we do without her
quick wit and good humour.

She had a brain-challenging mari-
time quiz that humbled those of us
who took the Power and Sail course
and promptly forgot 99% of it. Time
to get the book out before we venture
out on the water. The winners and los-
ers of the quiz shared their prizes
which were quickly gobbled up.

It certainly was a lot of fun includ-
ing some salty jokes. Many thanks to
Mike and Anne for a good job at the
bar, Phyllis at the mike, Mary and her
crew and all the other good-hearted
helpers in the kitchen.

—Phil Mason, TOAD HULL II

approaches to Ganges Harbour to try
and cut down on the wear and tear to
our docks (and boats) caused by care-
less wash from passing boats.

As a reminder, and especially for new
members, please familiarise yourself
with the location of dockside safety
equipment such as fire extinguishers
and safety ladders, and check out the
instructions for operating the emer-
gency pump located in the red box at
the head of the ramp leading down to
the docks (use your gate-key to undo
the padlock). Also, please do not hesi-
tate to let me know if you notice any
problems on the dock that need atten-
tion.

Finally, on your new Year 2000
calendars, please make a note of the
dates for our two major ‘all-members-
welcome’ work parties. They are the
weekends of April 15–16 and Novem-
ber 4–5. More details to follow in fu-
ture TellTales—stay tuned!
—Sam Sydneysmith, Rear Commodore

increase over 1998 was approximately
$6,500.00.

The Yearbooks for 2000 will be avail-
able for pickup at the club in the next
week or so. They will be in the club
foyer along with your membership
card and a ‘free’ window sticker for
your vessel or automobile. Please re-
trieve your prizes as soon as possible.

We have agreed to exchange recip-
rocal arrangements with the Oro Bay
Yacht Club on Anderson Island, Wash-
ington. This will not be in the Year-
book. However, the information will
be in the reciprocal book in the club-
house.

I will be away from Salt Spring Is-
land for the next few weeks and will
be returning around the middle of
March. Irene Gibbs, your Vice Com-

modore, will be handling the affairs of
the Commodore as well as her own re-
sponsibilities as Vice Commodore.
Please continue to give her any assist-
ance she requires.

As spring approaches we are looking
forward to an interesting and enjoy-
able boating season.

—John Farquharson, Commodore

... Commodore’s report from page 1

... On the waterfront from page 2

Staff Captain, Mary Neil,
and helpers June Mason
and Jenny Barrio in the
galley getting the pasta

and trimmings  ready
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A scene of serious
maritime discussion:
Jim Spencer with
Chris and Dick Pattinson

A friendly, quiet
corner with Sharon
Farquharson (with

her back to Phil,
the photographer),

Allan and Lena
Hogan, and Pam

Brodgesell



Racing schedule:

RACING NEWS

Sunday
Feb 13

BEN MOHR ROCK RACE
Course: Start - Ben Mohr (P)
- Finish  9.0 NM

Sunday
Feb 27

Ground Hog Day Race
A slow start to the season, so slow it
was in doubt until the very final sec-
onds whether any boat would com-
plete even the short course in the al-
lowed time. Philip Grange skippering
FANDANGO just managed to squeak
in by 10 seconds, making the event of-
ficial, allowing his pursuers a further
2 hours to complete the short course.

At the start, the outside pin came in
for severe abuse, both LONE RANGER
and DRAGON sailed right over it and
BALLATER managed to miss the line
altogether. In the very light and flukey
winds it took some time to recover
from these errors. DRAGON finally
crossed the start line at 1015 and
BALLATER took even longer. The fleet
however had not progressed too far
down the harbour enabling the slow
starters to creep back into the pack.

OSCAR and FANDANGO, both noted
light air performers,␣ stole a nice lead
by Batt Rock where at last a little breeze
filled in and left the rest with no
chance of catching up. Batt Rock to
Welbury Spar was an easy close reach
and then it was a tacking match to the
short course line across the harbour
from the Sisters light. This new short
course range, marked by 2 yellow dia-
monds, will be the short course for all
races unless the race committee de-
cides otherwise, so it was a useful out-

ing for mark spotting. Even if you hap-
pen to be near the Islands the markers
aren’t very big!

Until further notice all skippers’ meet-
ings will be held in the clubhouse at
0900 on race day. Coffee and munchies
will be available by donation.

Until the club handicapper returns
from warmer climes all results are pro-
visional.

Credits Corner
Thanks to Neil Buchan and Fah Am-
bers for assistance in erecting the short
course range markers and adjusting the
finish line.

—Pete Drage, Fleet Captain, Racing

Place Finish Boat Rating Skipper Corrected Points
␣ time name ␣ ␣ time

␣

1 13:29:55 OSCAR 168 JOHN CAMERON 3:11:26 100
2 13:29:50 FANDANGO 153 PHILIP GRANGE/ART 3:13:00 92
3 13:41:20 DERYN MOR 225 KEVIN VINE 3:16:35 83
4 13:46:50 DRAGON 224 PETER DRAGE 3:22:12 75
5 13:56:45 MINKE 284 TONY MEEK 3:25:31 67
6 13:52:18 LONE RANGER 211 FAH AMBERS 3:29:05 58
7 13:58:14 NUMTIJAH 258 NEIL BUCHAN 3:29:51 50
8 13:55:40 NIGHT MOVES 224 TERRY SMALL 3:31:02 42
9 14:00:50 VALHALLA II 264 TONY BROGAN 3:31:48 33

10 14:00:00 ATALANTA 145 STUART FARSON 3:44:03 25
11 14:20:00 ALMUCANTAR 185 HUGH GREENWOOD 3:59:39 17
12 14:28:00 BALLATER 170 JOHN FARQUHARSON 4:09:18 8

White Sails Division
Ground Total

Boat PHRF Skipper Hog points

1 NUMTIJAH 256 Neil Buchan 50 50
2 ALMUCANTAR 185 Hugh Greenwood 17 17
3 BALLATER 170 John Farquharson 8 8

McMILLAN TROPHY
Course: Start - Batt Rock(P) -
Ben Mohr(P) - Finish 10.6 NM

Skippers’ meeting in the clubhouse 0900,
coffee and doughnuts from 0845.

Upcoming attraction:

Tuesday February 22nd
at 1900 hours

in the clubhouse

RACING
VIDEO NIGHT

The final program has
not yet been finalised

but there will be
something of interest
for everyone. Coffee
and cookies will be

supplied.

The motley crew at the Groundhog Race

Team Result
Team Captain Ground Hog Total

A John Cameron 125 125
C Kevin Vine 125 125
B Tony Brogan 117 117
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Contributed by astute observer:
‘How races are won (or lost)’


