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Commodore’s
report
The large amount of activity over the
past few months within the grounds
and on the docks has been most grati-
fying. We have continued to maintain
and improve the infrastructure of the
Salt Spring Island Sailing Club with a
new dinghy storage facility and excel-
lent improvements to our float piling
wells, as well as achieving gains in
other areas which impact on the club.
The racing scene has maintained if not
improved the participation, to the en-
joyment and pleasure of all starters.
Another very successful Round
Saltspring Race has maintained our
reputation as a club with spirit. The
social activities have been very well at-
tended which is an indication that the
members are enjoying this aspect of
our club. While we have been at

Steve Thomas receiving the club's Honorary Life Membership from Les Price at
the May 30th General Meeting, with Commodore John Farquharson looking
on. Steve has been a tireless volunteer with the club for over twenty years. He
has spent much time fixing and replacing club floats and railings, repairing leak-
ing pipes and fixtures, and he did the entire replumbing of the clubhouse during
the 1998-99 renovation. Steve has worked on every single piece of plumbing on
club property and has assisted on countless other projects.

Deadline for the next
TellTales is 1st September
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On the
waterfront
Good news! We have a basically
healthy pier (with a few aches and
pains) and with proper care and atten-
tion it should serve us well for another
5 to 10 years. Brian Swinburn and
Brian LeLievre completed their inspec-
tion and assessment of the pier early
in May when the tide was good and
low so that they could get at all the
piles. They managed to survive the
sticky mud, with their gumboots still
intact, and prepared a report for the
Board which itemises what needs to be
done. This report will form the basis
for some possible contract work as well
as future club work parties. Briefly,
there are two caps (the large cross
beams which sit on top of the piles)
and three stringers (which span the
gap between caps) which will have to
be replaced; but after that there are just
a number of fairly straightforward
maintenance jobs to be done.

The proposed float expansion
project for C dock was outlined and
discussed at the May 30th General
Meeting and the Board was given a
formal endorsement to proceed. The
next step is to make a decision on what
type of floats to install, taking into
account several different options dis-
cussed at the meeting, ranging from
low cost used wooden floats to new
wood/steel floats, and their compat-
ibility with the strength and freeboard
of our existing C dock. An advisory
committee has been formed to tackle
this decision.

A successful flares demonstration
night was held on May 31st, with spe-
cial thanks to Ian Kyle of the Cana-
dian Coast Guard for making a pres-
entation to members on the care and
handling of flares and for putting on
the demonstration.

—Sam Sydneysmith
Rear Commodore

First aid kit
in the clubhouse
In case you should ever require it, re-
member that we have a first aid kit in
the clubhouse. It’s located on top of
the Executive mail boxes, just inside
the door across from the kitchen area.

Last social
before summer
Tuesday, June 27 at 1700 h there will
be a BBQ (hamburgers) and a tour of
some of the club boats. This is your
opportunity to climb aboard an assort-
ment of boats. Some power, some sail,
some small and some larger. Have your
hamburger before or after you look at
boats but not while you are on the
boats.

The BBQ is $5 but the boats are free
(no you can’t take a boat home). Our
last get-together until September.

—Mary Neil, Staff Captain

capacity on occasion, we hope any in-
convenience has been slight. Our first
two cruises have been well attended
and very much enjoyed by those who
participated. The Junior Sailing Pro-
gram is fully booked and has expanded
it’s curriculum and instructor level. We
have the necessary finances to cover
future needs as well as the ongoing
maintenance. While we currently have
a waiting list for moorage, our Wharf-
inger has been able to accommodate
as many members as possible; also,
with Tom Locke’s efforts, we now have
a visitors’ docking area which is the
envy of our reciprocal clubs.

With the able assistance of Hugh
Greenwood, who compiled the docu-
mentation, and after many years of
endeavour going back to when Charles
Sutcliffe was Commodore, we have
now received permission from the
Navigational Waters Protection Divi-
sion of the Coast Guard to install a
speed control buoy in Ganges Harbour.
This buoy, which is considered a Speed
Control Buoy under the Boating Re-
striction Regulations of the Canadian
Coast Guard, will have the official
speed restriction markings of Maxi-
mum 10 km as well as an equivalent
restriction of a Maximum 5 knots. This
is enforceable if required. The buoy,
with a standard flashing yellow light
and radar reflector, has been ordered
and delivery is expected around the
end of June. The buoy will be posi-
tioned in mid-channel, just east of
Walter Spit, in line with the speed con-
trol sign on Goat Island.

We have established a Directors Li-
ability Insurance policy which will give
comfort to your Board members re-
garding any liability they may encoun-
ter in the running of your club.

I am very pleased to advise you that
Per Rasmussen has volunteered to take
on the position of Production Manager
for the Yearbook in place of Bob Borbas
who, after many years, is stepping
down from this position. This role is
in addition to Per’s position as Editor
and Production Manager of TellTales.
We are very grateful for all the effort
Per and Lynetta put into the club. The
effort Bob Borbas has put into the pub-
lication of the Year Book over the past
seven years is very much appreciated.

Under the direction of our new Edi-
tor, Nigel Denyer, a committee has
been formed to review the Yearbook.
The committee consists of Nigel
Denyer, Editor; Per Rasmussen, Produc-
tion Manager; Bob Borbas, past Produc-
tion Manager; Phyllis Waltho who

handled the advertising, and
myself. This committee will

address the following subjects among
others: problems with the Yearbook
2000; which sections are most valu-
able; which sections are less so; rela-
tionship with TellTales; alternative
publishing options; reduction of costs;
time of year to publish; inclusion of
email addresses and advertising.

Phyllis Waltho is stepping down
from the advertising position for the
Yearbook. Many thanks go out to
Phyllis for the great job she has done
in this area. We do not have a volun-
teer as yet to take on the advertising
for the Yearbook and are soliciting as-
sistance in this area.

I have been advised by Linda Adams,
the Regional Planning Co-ordinator
for Salt Spring Island that the current,
revised Land Use Bylaw 355 has re-
moved any restrictions to the maxi-
mum area of structures that one can
utilize in Area S-4 which is a Water
Lease.

As this is the last issue of TellTales
until September please let me wish you
an enjoyable summer of boating.

—John Farquharson, Commodore

Visit our club website at
www.islandsails.com/sailingclub... read
TellTales in glorious colour online!

CommodoreÕs report from page 1
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Home Waters
All the gulls in Home Waters would
like to thank the club members who
braved the downpour on Thursday,
June 8 and opened up their boats for
our annual boat tour. It was great to
see a variety of vessels and get some
good ideas. We didn't have a huge
turnout but those of us who came en-
joyed the afternoon and the Happy
Hour after. Thanks again.

—Susan Paynter

Junior Sailing
Program
On Saturday, June 24, we are having a
training day for the supervisors. I have
sent each of the 10 volunteers a letter
stating the time and a little of what
will be covered. “Thank You” to fol-
lowing volunteers without whose help
this program would not be possible:
Larry Shetzer, Tony Meek, Kevin Vine,
Bob Borbas, Tony McEwen, Glynis
Horel, Paul Kusch, Barbara Freitas,
John Cameron, and Barb Todd.

Also a very special thanks to Chris
Lohman for making the cover for the
Safety Boat in lieu of the work party.

The Sailing Program for this year is
full for the White Sail I, II, & III. There
is one spot left for the Bronze 4 & 5
course offered on August 14–25.

I will have application forms for the
Junior Program ready on June 23. The
cost for the Junior Membership is $50
plus $3.50 GST. This is good for ages
11–18 who have their White Sail Level
III. The annual fee of $25 plus $1.75
GST is waived for those students en-
rolled in this year’s program.

If you have any questions, call me
at 537-2199. I will be away from June
11 to 17 inclusive.

—Martin Hoogerdyk,
Fleet Captain Dinghy

Yearbook input
sought
Plans are already underway for the
next Yearbook. We are considering
some changes and would appreciate
your views on the following:

1. Putting the entire Yearbook—
including membership list and email
addresses—on the club website, acces-
sible by password only.

2. Deleting members’ mailing ad-
dresses from the Yearbook to save
space. These addresses would still be
maintained in the membership data
base, and available to Executive.

3. Reverting to the previous Year-
book location for membership list and
boat register, i.e., in the middle rather
than at the back.

Please let me know what you think
(537-9166).

—Nigel Denyer, Yearbook Editor

This is also a good time...
to check your name, address and boat
information in the Yearbook to ensure
that this information is correct. Please
let Jim Spencer, our Database Manager,
know of any inaccuracies at 537-9910.

ÑEd.

New emergency
oil spill kit
Finally, if you should accidentally spill
some oil or similar pollutant into the
water at the docks, we now have an
oil or gasoline spill emergency kit. It
consists of a quantity of  oil absorbent
pads and detergent, and is kept in the
red emergency box at the head of the
pier along with the emergency water
pump. The pads, which do not absorb
water, are designed to be cast on the
water where they collect any spill. The
detergent can be used to spray over the
water to emulsify and remove small
spills. Please reserve these articles for
their intended purpose and report their
use to a member of the Executive.

—Sam Sydneysmith
Rear Commodore

House and
grounds report
Remembering Vanuatu
In August of 1774, Captain James Cook
put in to a little cove on the island of
Tanna, part of the group of about 80
islands which he named New Hebri-
des. He gave the name of Port Resolu-
tion, after his ship, to this little cove
tucked under a continuously active
volcano. Now known as Vanuatu, the
archipelago was a favourite cruising
ground for yachties, and in August of
1985, DOCENT inched into Port Reso-
lution and set her anchor in 18 feet of
water. We had a spectacular sound and
light show as the volcano grumbled
and shot up flaming red boulders and
sparks high into the air all night. We
were taken up to the rim of the vol-
cano by the villagers the next day and
that was much closer than I ever want
to get to a volcano. The earth literally
shook and the showers of sparks were
the most spectacular fireworks display
I’ll ever see.

That evening we were invited to the
village to attend a rehearsal of a Toka
dance, which celebrates the circum-
cision of young boys. I felt honoured
to be given a grass skirt and asked to
dance with the other women, while
the elders surrounded us with torches
and drums. The rhythm of the dance
was almost mesmerising and the earth
seemed to shake with each phrase of
the song. The following night the
newly circumcised boys would return
to the village as men, and pig-killing
and feasting and other arcane rituals
would take place. It was private and
we stayed on board that night. The log
records that the bay was rolly.

The ladies' cruise
On the morning of June 3rd, six club
boats departed the docks for a week-
end cruise. Nothing unusual about
that, except that all sixteen of the sail-
ors aboard were women, some of
whom had never before taken their
vessel out on their own. Not surpris-
ingly each of the first-timers handled
her boat with great skill and even
greater aplomb. There were pleasant
happy hours and gourmet dining, lots
of laughter and—oh yes—some de-
lightful sailing, complete with a water
ballet by a troupe of Dall porpoise who
seemed to like the cut of our jibs and
performed beneath our bows for some
minutes. This was the fifth or sixth an-
nual such affair, and most agreed, one
of the best yet. We’ve already begun
planning next year’s cruise and would
be happy to have a few more boats join
us. So, ladies, while you’re cruising this

summer, take the helm, dock and un-
dock a few times, learn to coax your
motor into smooth operation, and set
the sails your way. You’ll be rewarded
with a great sense of accomplishment
the first time you do it on your own.

House and garden jobs—
let's empty the Job Jar!
On a completely different topic, I need
to ask for some help once again. The
old Job Jar has a few jobs remaining
which we should clean up before we
head off to cruise. We could use a few
good weed-eaters to clean up the
grounds. The growth has been phe-
nomenal this year and our lawn cut-
ter seems to be overwhelmed. There are
a couple of broken panes of glass to be
repaired and the basement doorway
needs to be repaired and painted. The
railings by the front door have to be
scraped and painted, and the carpen-
try job on the A-frame is still not quite
done. So please, if you were unable to
join us for the April work party, now
is your chance to fulfill your 20-hour
pledge. The dates I had in mind were
June 15, 16 and 17, but you can choose
your own time. Just give me a call (537-
5184).

—Irene Gibbs, Vice Commodore
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The longest
ladder on
Salt Spring
By Harold Brochmann
For some time I have wanted to access
the top of the mast on my Catalina 27.
The wire section of the main halyard
was hard to pull because it seemed to
be rubbing against something. The
business end of the spinnaker halyard
was up there. The anchor light wasn’t
working. Finally, I had been told by a
rigger who retrieved my spinnaker hal-
yard the last time I allowed it to es-
cape that the top of the mast was open,
allowing the rain to enter. This latter
item was of interest because there was
a mysterious leak which might have
been from the shoe at the bottom of
the deck-stepped mast.

Our club does not have a mast tower
and mast work at Sidney costs close to
$100 an hour.

The usual way is to use a bosun’s
chair. Having an overpowering respect
for my own safety I can’t bring myself
to use one of these. Either that or I’m
just a big chicken. Several club mem-
bers, including Lynetta Rasmussen and
Angeline Bates, volunteered to expose
themselves to fatal injuries and do the
job for me, and I’d like to take this op-
portunity to publicly thank them for
their selflessness. But the fact is that I
feel ill just watching someone else
dangling up there.

Several people suggested I tie up at
the Coast Guard dock at low water and
get at the top of the mast with a step
ladder. After taking some measure-
ments and thinking about it I realised
that this would not work. The Coast
Guard dock is 15 feet above low water
and WHISPERÕs mast is 38 feet tall
above the waterline. This calls for a
pretty long step ladder, and anyhow,
the mast would be 5 feet out from the
dock. What with wash from passing
boats,  this would be much too
precarious.

Robert Brodgesell suggested that I
install climbing steps on the mast as
he had done on his last boat. Robert
used 1/8 inch aluminum bars, 3/4 wide
for this purpose. He bent them into the
appropriate shape and rivetted them
to the mast. I got some of this mate-
rial and bent one of the pieces into the
appropriate shape. But when I screwed
it to the woodshed and stepped on it,
it bent. Wrong grade of metal I sup-
pose.

There had to be another way. There
is—and I’m here to tell you about it.

I have the longest ladder on Salt
Spring. When I bought it, it was billed

as a 32 foot ladder. In fact, because the
two sections overlap, it only extends
26 feet or so. Not close enough. At
Tony Meek’s suggestion I placed a cou-
ple of thick pieces of rigid foam on the
foredeck and positioned the bottom of
the ladder on top. Next I attached the
jib halyard to the other end of the lad-
der and raised it straight up along the
mast. This brought the top end to just
better than 5 feet from the top. Next, I
climbed the ladder  and tied it securely
to the mast in several places. The ar-
rangement was very stable and I felt
quite secure in climbing all the way
up.

Standing on the top rung of the lad-
der, I tied a line tightly around my
waist and the mast. With this arrange-
ment I was able to work comfortably
with both hands free.

A couple of the pulleys had seized
up. Some WD-40 took care of that. The
spinnaker halyard was retrieved. The
problem with the light seemed to be
elsewhere in the wiring. I made a cap
from sheet metal to prevent water en-
try and screwed it in place. The whole
operation only took a couple of hours.

If you want to borrow the longest
ladder on Salt Spring, just let me know.

Salt Spring Island
Sailing Club:
The beginning
By Steve Thomas
In the early 70s a small group of sail-
ors were notified that the public moor-
age they occupied on Long Harbour
was sold and they had to get out—it
was to become an outstation for the
Royal Vancouver Yacht Club. This
group of sailors and their crews had
enjoyed occasional races, and a fine
companionship existed among the
group which the members didn’t wish
to lose. Many tried to secure moorage
at the Ganges marina which had been
upgraded and had some new dock
space. These docks are now called
Saltspring Marina. This facility was
rather exposed to weather during the
winter months and, in addition, two
rapid increases in rates made the con-
cept of finding a place of their own
more acute in minds of these sailors.

It might be appropriate at this time
to single out ‘Captain Peter McMillan’.
This bulldog of a man did everything
imaginable to make this dream of a
‘Home Club’ work: from constantly
promoting the concept, searching for
viable properties, constantly prodding
his friends to keep the ‘Idea’ alive, this
was Peter’s entire focus for a handful
of years. Peter met with bankers, gov-
ernment officials, neighbours or any-
one who might help—or possibly im-
pede—this dream of having their own
place to secure their boats. Many of
these sailors were B.C. Ferry workers,
who worked out of Long Harbour,
from captain on down to galley crew.
This loosely knit group decided they
would look around for some local safe
harbour in which to moor their boats.

They found this site, which was in-
tended to be a herring processing
plant, on Douglas Road (the adjacent
property owners were not looking for-
ward to that). Even a small sailing club
would be less objectionable than a fish
plant. This group felt, by pooling their
resources, they might secure the prop-
erty. This they accomplished. A sub-

Wharfingering
Nigel and Nina Denyer have bought a
C&C 27. Her name is CLOUD NINE and
she is temporarily tied up to F dock.

Thank you for your cooperation dur-
ing the Round Saltspring Race and par-
ticularly thanks to Phil Hume for his
help and expertise in ensuring that all
visiting racers got first class moorage.

If you are going cruising this sum-
mer and are willing to let the club use
your slip for the mooring of visitors
from reciprocal clubs while you are
away, don't forget to let us know. This
can be achieved by either (1) signing
the sheet in the folder in the clubhouse
foyer, or (2) completing the notice
board at the water end of the pier by
the racing board.

Hope you all have a safe and great
boating summer!

—Tom Locke, Wharfinger

Building the club floats on the shores
of Booth Canal
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it was accomplished. There were some
very critical times when there was not
sufficient money to cover expenses,
and the members were asked for more
money. Every penny was repaid.

Could the same thing be done to-
day? Could a similar property with
foreshore be found? Could the same
energy and enthusiasm be found and
motivated? Possible, yes. Probable, no.

Therefore your writer, who was not
yet a resident of the Island, and has
enjoyed the benefits of our self-run
club for a number of years, determines
that a large debt of gratitude is owed
for the foresight and tenacity of such
people as: Wayne Pearce, Peter
McMillan, Don Baxter, Tom Butler-
Cole, Peter Lake, Clifford Carey,
Kenneth Last, Douglas Thomas, Basil
Cobanli, James Sinclair, Kerry Butler,
Karl Hoeller, Dave Smith, Jack
Langdon, Richard Larson, Les Ramsey,
John Burnett, Dick Pattinson, Gary
Dahlgren and Brian Rowley. These
names are the ones that spring to my
mind as the original workers prior to
1978. Many others—ferry crewmen
and interested people about the Island
who had no stake in the club but
thought it a lot of fun—pitched in and
helped, either with their trucks or at
the mixing plant. Those in the group
who had expertise in the affairs of gov-
ernment, or a sharp business sense,
were keeping the project on track and
within the guidelines.

As the club grew, more people were
attracted to the idea of a self-adminis-
tered club with moorage. This is at-
tested to by the names on the ‘Deben-
ture Plaque’.

Over the past 25 years an immense
number of people have contributed a
great deal of time and expertise to
bring our club to its present state and
value. This article deals with the
founders; most are not with the club
anymore. Many have passed on. They
are our ‘roots’.

As with any cooperative venture,
what outweighs any individual contri-
bution is the ‘Spirit’ with which the
general membership collectively pulls
together. We must be doing something
right!

This outline, as accurate as memory
permits, may be of interest to newer
members, who may wonder how the
Salt Spring Island Sailing Club was
founded.

stantial interest-free loan was made to
the ‘Club’ by one of the group, Doug
Thomas. The various members and
supporters who thought this was a
good idea then each pledged an inter-
est free debenture to provide some
working capital. This debenture was a
legally drafted document which stated
that a person agreed to lend the ‘Club’
$1000, interest free, for an unstated
time period. The ‘Club’ made good on
every debenture, in spite of dramati-
cally increasing interest rates through
the 1980s.

A flotation casting plant...
was set up on Richard Larson’s prop-
erty on Booth Canal. Basil Cobanli, an
engineer, described how the flotations
should be put together. Anyone who
had a spare hour or two would report
to work and either put forms together
or pour a concrete mix into the forms,
or strip the forms from a previous pour.
An interesting note regarding the
flotations: the knock down forms were
placed on a flat platform, large blocks
of styrofoam were cut to size by an in-
genious hot wire slicer and then placed
in the form.

Reinforcing bars were strategically
placed, plastic pipes were inserted to
conduct the utilities, then a slurry of
concrete aggregate utilising Saturnalite
(a lightweight material mined on
Saturna Island) instead of gravel filled
the form, the whole was well vibrated,
then allowed to set. When cured, the
forms were stripped off, the casting was
pushed down a mini rail line to Booth
Canal, and the process was repeated,
day after day. These flotations were
then towed—a few at a time—out of
Booth Bay, down Trincomali Channel
to the property site by a small work
vessel, GREY WOLF, owned by Roger
Cooper.

The large blocks of styrofoam, as well
as the ‘Saturnalite’ aggregate, were
transported to the Booth Bay work site
by ‘convoys’ of members’ pickup
trucks which made an impressive sight

coming on or off the ferry. An inter-
esting point regarding the fetching of
the styrofoam—which came from
Annacis Island: the convoy was not
permitted to pass through the Deas
Island tunnel, which meant backtrack-
ing to Surrey and down No.10 Road.
While this was a great inconvenience,
our members got a police escort, front
and back, to the terminal.

When the Ferry Corporation made
alterations to the various Gulf Islands
docks or wharves, ready hands were
nearby to capture the salvage and bring
it to the club, thus giving useful parts
a new life serving us: steel gangways,
old piles, deckings—whatever was
thought to be useful was utilised. The
Department of Transport decided that
the radio towers on James Island were
obsolete. The word got out and soon
club people were recovering much use-
ful steel and fittings. These articles
were fetched home in a herring skiff.
Much of that steel is still in use about
the docks.

As well as the ongoing work at the
‘Flotations Plant’, others were scroung-
ing timbers and rough planks and
building the walkway on the piles that
had been driven over the mud flats to
the deeper water where the flotations
were being assembled. This walkway
was designed wide enough to allow a
truck to back down to the dockhead.
Originally there was to be a mast tower
at that position. Wayne Pearce, who
was skilled in the affairs of government
and business, worked closely with
Peter McMillan sorting out the myriad
of technicalities, legalities and finan-
cial arrangements associated with the
property acquisition. This ambitious
project is nearly unbelievable in that

Photos showing the
effort and enthusiasm
which went into the
construction of the club
floatsÑhow the
flotation was trans-
ported and how the
floats were constructed.
Photo at left courtesy
Don Baxter
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Finish Boat Corrected Total
Time Name Rating Skipper Time Points Points

1 17:01:46 OSCAR 168 JOHN CAMERON 06:20:53 100 100
2 18:48:27 CHEEKY BUOY 241 TONY BROGAN 07:49:48 91 91
3 18:48:37 DRAGON 224 PETER DRAGE 07:54:07 82 82
0 DNF ALMUCANTAR 194 HUGH GREENWOOD 0 9 9
0 DNF DERYN MOR 228 KEVIN VINE 0 9 9
0 DNF GWAIHIR 262 DICK PATTINSON 0 9 9
0 DNF LONE RANGER 208 FAH AMBERS 0 9 9
0 DNF MINKE 281 TONY MEEK 0 9 9
0 DNF NUMTIJAH 246 NEIL BUCHAN 0 9 9
0 DNF SLY FOX 217 BOB BORBAS 0 9 9
0 DNF VALHALLA II 294 GEORGE WACHMANN 0 9 9

RACING NEWS
There have been only two races since
the last TellTales: the Round Saltspring
2000 event, which concluded the
Spring Series—reported on elsewhere
in this edition—and the Channel Isles
#2 held June 4th, the first race of the
summer series.

Channel Isles #2
Ah, summer racing!
Patchy and widely variable winds
made it a tough day out in the blazing
sun. One of the biggest tides of the year
also added to the difficulties.

Many competitors quit before much
past the first mark, but those who stuck
it out had some periods of fine sailing
from Welbury Spar around the islands
and back to the Spar. Once there, how-

Upcoming
races
Wednesday June 7th - start of
the Summer Evening Series
around the buoys. 1700 hrs skip-
pers meeting on the dock. Start
1730 hrs. Races are held every
Wednesday until the end of Au-
gust. Each month’s aggregate
score counts as one race for the
Points Trophy.

Sunday June 18th - Jack and Jill
Race. 1000 start. Skippers meet
in clubhouse at 0900; coffee and
donuts from 0845.

Saturday/Sunday Jun 24th and
25th -  Maple Bay Race. 1000 hrs
start. Please let me know if you
intend to go. Bring your own
beer and BBQ for a Saturday
evening get-together. The cruis-
ers are supplying the veggies and
salad.

Thanks to Louis Renaud for
donating to the club two videos
on sail trim and general race tac-
tics (once I have committed
them to memory they will be
available in the clubhouse).

—Pete Drage
Fleet Captain Racing

TOP TEN TOTAL POINTS TO DATE
Spring Ch. Total

Boat Skipper Series Isles#2 Pts.

1 OSCAR JOHN CAMERON 651 100 751
2 DERYN MOR KEVIN VINE 625 9 634
3 DRAGON PETER DRAGE 512 82 594
4 LONE RANGER FAH AMBERS 510 9 519
5 FANDANGO PHILIP GRANGE/ART 493 493
6 CHEEKY BUOY TONY BROGAN 396 91 487
7 MINKE TONY MEEK 367 9 377
8 YEOMAN OF C PHIL HUME 352 352
9 NIGHT MOVES TERRY SMALL 324 324
10 ATALANTA STUART FARSON 308 308

Team and White Sails positions are virtually unchanged.

ever, the doldrums set in again and it
was a struggle to get home. John
Cameron’s OSCAR finished in the al-
lowed time, thankfully extending the
cut-off time two hours, thus allowing
CHEEKY BUOY and DRAGON to enjoy
a close battle to the line. George
Wachmann’s valiant effort to be the
fourth finisher died with the wind at
Batt Rock at around 1830 hrs. Nice try
George.

The starting line from
the Committee boat
at the recent Round

Saltspring 2000
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How club members fared
Club Finish Boat Corrected Place Class/
Place Time Name Rating Skipper Time Overall Place

1 20 06 40 YEOMAN OF C 132 PHIL HUME 08 34 16 3 A 2
2 21 01 08 ELECTRA 144 ROGER KIBBLE 09 20 20 9 A 6
3 21 46 15 LONE RANGER 208 FAH AMBERS 09 20 39 10 B 4
4 21 21 03 OSCAR 168 JOHN CAMERON 09 23 27 11 B 5
5 22 16 20 DERYN MOR 228 KEVIN VINE 09 36 44 13 C 1
6 21 13 21 FANDANGO 138 PHILIP GRANGE/ART 09 36 45 14 A 8
7 22 23 30 NIGHT MOVES 227 TERRY SMALL 09 44 36 18 C 4
8 21 20 46 ALACRITY 129 BOB JONES 09 50 28 24 A 12
9 22 29 04 DRAGON 224 PETER DRAGE 09 52 16 25 C 6

10 22 20 25 IMPULSE 205 DON BAXTER 09 56 55 28 B 8
11 22 35 20 SLY FOX 217 BOB BORBAS 10 03 26 30 B 10
12 22 36 12 PIPE DREAM 215 STEVE THOMAS 10 05 42 31 B 11
13 23 07 03 GYPSEA 257 BEVAN WRATE 10 07 09 32 C 9
14 21 48 49 ATALANTA 145 STUART FARSON 10 07 19 33 A 13
15 22 59 06 CHEEKY BUOY 241 TONY BROGAN 10 10 24 35 C 10
16 22 25 20 SAORSA 177 TONY McEWAN 10 21 26 36 NFS 1
17 23 43 59 VALHALLA II 276 GEORGE WACHMANN 10 30 47 38 NFS 2
18 23 23 24 NUMTIJAH 246 NEIL BUCHAN 10 31 12 46 NFS 6
19 23 26 56 LA PALOMA 251 TOM LOCKE 10 31 14 47 C 13
20 22 49 09 ALMUCANTAR 182 HUGH GREENWOOD 10 41 45 49 B 14
21 22 46 44 BALLATER 170 JOHN FARQUHARSON 10 47 44 52 NFS 9
22 23 15 25 CALLALOO 198 JOHN CATLEY 10 56 49 53 B 15
23 22 49 39 HESSIAN 147 SAM SYDNEYSMITH 11 06 45 56 A 15
24 23 21 30 DRAFTY ACRES 164 BILL BULL 11 26 42 58 B 16
25 00 54 46 GWAIHIR 262 DICK PATTINSON 11 51 21 60 NFS 11
26 02 06 45 TALLULAH RAVEN 246 VERA KONONOFF 13 14 32 61 C 16
27 03 20 41 VECTIS 198 DAVID JARDINE 15 02 04 62 B 17

DNF NAIAD 242 DAVID STONE 0 0 0
DNF TABASCO 251 JAMES BUCHAN 0 0 0
DNS HAREM 198 LES PRICE 0 0 0

For once the weather was a little un-
kind to our usually sunny weekend
event but, nevertheless, the whole oc-
casion was a resounding success, from
the Friday night chili party, with SSI’s
own ‘Swing Shift’, to the traditional
lamb BBQ and awards ceremony on
Sunday. With 70 entries, it was a near
record crowd but, as always, the in-
credible band of volunteers got the
job done in fine style and showed the
40 visiting skippers and crews what
this club can do. There are far too
many volunteers to mention individu-
ally, so let me just sincerely thank you
all: you did a great job!

As to the actual race, a strong SE
breeze made for a good beat down to
Beaver Point. Many boats looked a lit-
tle overpowered but very few took the
time to change to smaller headsails or
reef the main. Once around the cor-
ner the inevitable holes could be seen
between Fulford and Portland but most
managed to keep going, although by
now the second starters were mixed in
with some of the first group.

Spinnakers sprouted once the boats
cleared the lee of Portland and it was a
nice broad reach to the Narrows where
the fastest boats were bucking the last
of the ebb. In the Narrows it was a
game of wind and tide, boats only a
few feet abeam of one another exper-

ienced totally dif-
ferent currents and
to the chagrin of
some (SLY FOX)
and the barely
concealed joy of
others (DRAGON)
major gains were
made in almost
windless condi-
tions.

Between Maple
and Burgoyne
Bays ,  the wind
picked up and,
with a few changes
between chute and

Round Saltspring 2000

—Pete Drage
Fleet Captain Racing

genoa, a fine reach was had right to
Southey Point.

It was here that HESSIAN made a bid
for the Broken Tiller award by doing
some rock scraping, hopefully not sus-
taining any serious damage.

Trincomali Channel was the second
long beat but the wind held right into
Captain Passage and, although easing,
there was enough for the vast major-
ity to be in before midnight. For once
the racers got rained on, but it did lit-
tle to dampen the enthusiasm for a
great event. Never have so many skip-
pers got so much sleep (in their own
beds) as at this year’s event.

Notable performances
by club members were:

Phil Hume, YEOMAN OF CESTRIA,
first club boat home, third overall and
second in Division A.

Kevin Vine, DERYN MOR, first in
Division C.

Tony McEwen, SAORSA, first in NFS.
George Wachmann, VALHALLA II ,

second in NFS.
Vera Kononoff, TALLULAH RAVEN ,

first female skipper home
David Jardine, VECTIS, winner of

the Tar and Feather Trophy (last boat
to finish).

First Place
Winner in the RSI

2000 Photo
Contest was

Kevin Brogan.
This image

captures much of
Round Saltspring:

Crusty racer
challenges weather,

fleet of younger
racers (and younger

boats).
Check out other entries at

http://newbasics.net/rsi/2000photos/2000photos.html
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Cruising
highlights...
and more!
The ‘Winery tour’ to Saturna was a sell-
out! Thirteen boats took part in what
turned out to be a wonderful three
days of touring, hiking, and eating...
and a standing-room-only Happy Hour
on VALKYRIE.

The Saturna Vineyard is a young but
growing establishment producing four
excellent wines all of which were
tasted before we went to the Saturna
Lodge for a five star luncheon. The tour
and the luncheon attracted members
who had not ‘reserved’ as well as stran-
gers who tagged along. On the third
night out we had a great BBQ in the
park—and the weather was outstand-
ing. This was the first of the ‘reserva-
tions needed’ tours, and it appears the
second one will be an equal success.

The ‘Theatre Tour’
13–18 June
Plans for the Theatre Tour are well
underway—ten boats have already
signed up. Because of the need to ob-
tain theatre and transportation reser-
vations well in advance, it has been
necessary to implement the new ‘sign
up’ procedures. This has worked out
well and will be used for future cruises.
But don’t despair, there is always room
for late-comers.

The cruise will start at 1530 h at
Conover Cove with a history and an-
ecdotal ‘Tall Tales Program’ talk by
Ellen den Holder and include a tour of
the Conover cabins. After a late Happy
Hour at 1700 h, we will all sneak off
for our own on-board dinners in prepa-
ration for an early start in the morn-
ing for the cruise to the Ladysmith YC.
A wonderful day of ‘The Sound of
Music’ will be followed by a cruise to
Newcastle Island, and finally a group
BYO BBQ at Pirates Cove. Don’t forget
that slack water through Dodd Nar-
rows is 0950 h on the Thursday and at
1055 h on Saturday.

Join in for all or some of the days of
fun and excitement—but do join in.
This cruise is guaranteed to only be
topped by...

the ‘Adopt-A-Racer Cruise’
24–26 June
This cruise will be in conjunction with
the SSISC race to Maple Bay, so a good
time is guaranteed. At the MBYC we
will use the facilities (the BBQ, the din-
ing room, and the bar) of the club and
have a potluck BBQ. The racers will
bring their own steak, or whatever, and
the cruisers will bring the salad and

vegies. Surely the leading
racer of the first leg will
buy the first beer! After an
evening of frolic, we will
see the racers off in the
early a.m. and then cruise
to the Cowichan Bay gov-
ernment dock (free) and
travel by van at 1145 h to
the Cherry Point Vineyard
for tasting, a tour, and a
luncheon (complete with
wine). We plan to spend
the evening anchored or
docked at Genoa Bay.

Because of transporta-
tion, and the Vineyard
and luncheon arrange-
ments, it is necessary to
make reservations—so use

est in joining the cruise. When neces-
sary, be it one week before the cruise
or two, depending on the reservation
commitment needed, I will call each
person on the sign-up sheet to ensure
that your plans have not changed—
and then I will make the reservations.

The sign-up sheet also gives me an
indication of planned attendance at
any of the non-reservation destina-
tions and will ensure that I have
enough BBQ coals on hand. The sheet
provides the opportunity to tick off
any or all of the days you plan—or
hope to—join the cruise. The sign-up
sheet for each of the cruises this year
is on the Wharfinger sign-up board ...
or call me (537-1345).

—Jim Ganderton
Fleet Captain Cruising

the sign-up sheet or call me at 537-
1345. It will also make the fun at the
MBYC much better if I know how
many to prepare the BBQ for.

Let’s make this cruise the best of all.
Let’s make the racers remember us!
Let’s have fun!

The Cruising Sign-up Sheet—
a new procedure
The success of the first cruises has
shown that detailed planning is a must
and, in detailed planning, advance
notice and commitment is needed.

The details of the events of the cruise
plan for 2000 have necessitated the im-
plementation of new planning proce-
dures. Many of the cruises require ad-
vance notice for reservations and
transportion. This has led to the im-
plementation of a ‘sign-up sheet’ sys-
tem. Putting your boat name on the
sign-up sheet is not a commitment, but
rather an advance indication of inter-

On tour at the winery

Cruisers enjoying wine and gourmet
luncheon on the verandah
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Cruising calendar
for the rest of the
summer
July
‘The Sights and Sounds Tour’ - to
shop in Victoria, enjoy a play, or the
IMAX

Thursday 13 - Cruise to Sidney Spit -
anchor - trail walk - no arranged
dinner
Friday 14 - Cruise to Royal Victoria
Yacht Club (reciprocal)

- City bus to Inner Harbour ever y
20 minutes - tour as you wish

- Dinner or more casual pub food
available in the club
Saturday 15 - Remain at RVYC - pub
available - no dinner arranged
Sunday 16 - Cruise to SSISC

August
‘The Lines and Knots Course!’ has
been cancelled

August
‘The Gunkholing Tour’ - combined
with Pender Island Race

Friday 25 - Cruise to Port Browning -
anchor or dock - pub dinner
Saturday 26 - Tour Saturday Market
in Port Browning.

- Cruise to Otter Bay - anchor or
dock

- ‘Welcome the Racers’ -
no dinner planned - possible BBQ
Sunday 27 - Cruise to Winter Cove -
anchor - trail walk - no arranged
dinner
Monday 28 - Cruise to SSISC

September
‘The Ocean Sciences Tour’ - a beauty
and educational cruise

Sunday 10 - Cruise to Tod Inlet -
anchor

- Private visit to Butchart Gardens
via dinghy dock - $12.75 each

- No arranged dinner
Monday 11 - Cruise to The Institute
of Ocean Sciences at Pat Bay - dock
at the Coast Guard facility dock

- Tour of Nautical Publication
Unit where we will learn all about
the making of nautical charts - start
at 1100 hours and finish at 1300
hours - luncheon available after tour

- Cr uise to Tod Inlet - anchor -
cruise Finlayson Arm or R&R trails
Tuesday 12 - Cruise to Princess Bay
on Portland Island - anchor or dock

- Trail walk - no arranged dinner
Wednesday 13 - Cruise back to SSISC

Past
Commodore's
report
Following are pertinent points from
Council of B.C. Yacht Clubs meetings
held since January 2000.

Sewage pollution sites
The following ten coastal no-dump
sites are expected to be published in
the Canada Gazette, Part II by the end
of June 2000, at which time they will
be enacted into law:

Cortes Island
Carrington Bay
Cortes Bay
Gorge Harbour
Mansons Landing
Squirrel Cove

Desolation Sound Area
Prideaux Haven
Roscoe Bay

Galiano Island
Montague Harbour

Gabriola Island
Pilot Bay

Sunshine Coast
Smuggler Cove

The proposed implementation date
is 1 April 2001. After this date vessels
with marine heads operating in these
waters will be required to have hold-
ing tanks. Look for Ganges Harbour to
be included in the future. Discussion
is underway for marine sanitation de-
vices to be authorised in lieu of hold-
ing tanks.

The Marine Parks Forever
Society...
is in good financial shape with ap-
proximately $333K in investment and
$3K in their bank account. The audit
of M.P.F.S. finances should be com-
pleted by the end of April 2000. New
property acquisition possibilities in-
clude an islet near Glenthorne Passage,
the Wardell Property on Valdez Island,
Wakes Cove in Gabriola Pass, Wolfe
Island, Octopus Island expansion,
Francis Peninsula, and Scotch Fir
Point.

Numerous buoys and
crab trap floats...
is the subject of a letter sent to the re-
gional director, Canadian Coast Guard,
expressing yacht club concerns and re-
questing action be taken with respect
to obstructed anchorages and har-
bours. Ganges Harbour was noted as
being hazardous in this respect.

New transit lanes...
are in effect for Victoria Harbour. De-
tails are on the new Hydrographic
charts.

RCMP Coastal Watch
Program
A request for assistance from recrea-
tional boaters in the identification of
persons, vessels and aircraft involved
in illegal activities has been received
from the RCMP. Brochures, pamphlets,
etc. regarding this program are avail-
able in the clubhouse entrance.

Small Vessel Regulations
The Coast Guard requires all pleasure
craft to have compliance plates in-
stalled, consisting of either a Conform-
ity Plate, a Capacity Plate or a Single
Vessel Plate.

Briefly, the Capacity Plate is required
for a powered vessel not over 6 metres
and indicates the maximum hp, load
and number of passengers permitted.

The Conformity Plate is generally for
powered vessels over 6 metres and in-
dicates that the vessel has been con-
structed in accordance with Small Ves-
sel Construction Standards.

The Single Vessel Plate is intended
for the 'one off' category and requires
a statement to the effect that the ves-
sel is believed to meet the Small Vessel
Construction Standards.

Previously, these requirements ap-
plied only to gasoline powered pleas-
ure craft. This regulation came into
effect 1 April 1999, with a one year
phase-in period to allow manufactur-
ers and boat owners to adjust their
boats to this regulation. Boats already
having a plate do not have to replace
them. All three types of compliance
plates cost $5 each.

As part of this program, every pleas-
ure craft which was built in or im-
ported into Canada after August 1
1981, must have a Hull Identification
Number as described in the Construc-
tion Standards for Small Vessels TP
1332. This includes canoes, kayaks,
rowboats, sailboats and powerboats.

All relevant information and appli-
cation forms to obtain the required
plates can be obtained from the Office
of Boating Safety, Canadian Coast
Guard, 200 Kent Street, Ottawa, On-
tario, K1A 0E6. Telelephone 1-800-267-
6687. Fax 613-996-8902. Since this
regulation is now in effect, all boat
owners not having an appropriate
plate should contact this agency to
obtain the required plate.

—Les Price, Past Commodore
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There is an interesting postscript to the
story of HMS GANGES and that is re-
lated to the figurehead of the ship. One
day I had a sudden inspiration—where
is the figurehead from HMS GANGES?
I knew it had been moved to the train-
ing establishment at Shotley when the
GANGES was broken up but I didn’t
know where it had gone when the HMS
GANGES training establishment had
been disbanded. I had visions of it ly-
ing in some old Admiralty building or
even at the Maritime Museum and I
visualised how great it would look in
front of our clubhouse looking out
over Ganges Harbour! Once again I
wrote off to my contacts in Britain to
see if I could find out its location. Sev-
eral months passed before I received a
letter from another source informing
me that it was in possession of the
Royal Hospital School at Holbrook and
giving me an address to where I could
write. This I did (on a club letterhead
complete with the GANGES crest) with
the bold request that if they were not
making use of it, would they consider
giving (or loaning) it to our club? I re-
ceived a very polite but somewhat hu-
morous letter from the Director of the
Greenwich Hospital, a Mr. Michael
Power, which I will paraphrase in part:
“The Royal Hospital School moved to
Holbrook from Greenwich where it
had been for over 200 years and oper-
ated alongside the training establish-
ment, HMS GANGES, until the latter
establishment closed. The link be-
tween the two had been close and the
figurehead was moved to Holbrook
when HMS GANGES was closed.” He
went on to say that: “Against this back-
ground you will not be surprised to
learn that we do not wish to part with
it which incidentally weighs several
tons and rests on a large stone plinth
and which we value as one of the sym-
bols of our long Naval tradition.” His
letter concluded with an invitation to
visit him in London if ever there, at
which time he would be pleased to
make arrangements for me to visit the
school and see the figurehead. This was
an invitation I could not resist and a
year later did just that. Mr. Power
turned out to be a very genial host and
gave me a brief history lesson on the
background of the school and, as
promised, made arrangements for me

to visit that establishment the
following day.

The history of the Greenwich Royal
Hospital is quite interesting. It was es-
tablished in 1694, at the time of
William and Mary, and it is Mary who
is credited with getting it started. Ap-
parently she was deeply concerned
over the number of disabled and eld-

Headmaster and joined them for lunch
in the main dining hall. The Headmas-
ter, the Masters, the Prefects and the
Royal Navy staff sit on a raised plat-
form at one end of the dining hall. The
boys, some 600 of them at the time I
was there, range in age from 11 to 18.

The history of
our club burgee—
part 3
by Wayne S. Pearce

erly Navy veterans
in the streets of
London and per-
suaded William to
set up a facility
s imi lar  to  the
Chelsey Hospital,
established some
time previously
for Army veterans.
It was established
by Royal Charter
with a Royal grant
which included
arrangements for
it to receive a
share of all future
pr ize  money
earned by the
Royal Navy. (Not
an insignificant
sum in those
days.) Over the
years, as general conditions in the
Navy improved with the introduction
of pension plans and medical care, the
hospital found itself with a surplus of
funds and in 1712 established The
Royal Hospital School for sons of Navy
veterans. This was subsequently ex-
panded to include the sons of mer-
chant seamen and, since my visit, to
their daughters. The money received
through the years has been adminis-
tered by the Director of the Greenwich
Hospital and apparently has been well
invested, mostly in property in Lon-
don, so that today it has an annual in-
come of several million pounds!

By 1930, the size of the school was
such that it was interfering with other
functions at Greenwich and it was de-
cided to move it to its present location
at Holbrook. It is on a parcel of free-
hold land about 850 acres in size do-
nated to the Royal Navy by a Mr.
Gifford Reade, a member of an old Suf-
folk family. Mr. Reade was a wealthy
man who owned a shipping line and
made his fortune shipping, among
other things, tea from India. He do-
nated this estate when he retired to
Australia in appreciation for the fact
that during the First World War not
one of his ships was lost as a result of
enemy action.

On my visit to the school I was met
by a Navy Staff car and delivered to
the office of the Chief Naval Instruc-
tor, a Royal Navy Commander. After a
brief meeting I was taken to meet the

They filed in very
quietly (for 600 boys)
took their places and
remained standing
while the Padre said
Grace. They wear
dark slacks with a
grey sweater for their
daily dress, wearing
Navy uniform only
for Sunday Church
parade and on special
occasions. The school
provides a first class
boarding school at a
very reasonable cost
and maintains a very
high scholas t ic
standing among
other Public Schools
in Britain. (Equiva-
lent  to  Pr ivate
Schools in Canada.)

After lunch I was taken on a tour of
the school where I had the opportu-
nity to meet with many of the students
and was invited to address some of the
more senior classes explaining my rea-
son for being there, my association
with the name ‘Ganges’ and my inter-
est in the GANGES figurehead. Later I
was taken on a tour of the grounds sur-
rounding the school and had the op-
portunity to see the famous GANGES
figurehead.

To conclude this story of HMS GAN-
GES there are a number of noteworthy
events surrounding this ship that bear
repeating. The GANGES which sailed
these waters was the first Royal Navy
ship to be built of teak; she was the
last Royal Navy sailing ship to serve in
the role of Flag Ship; she was the last
Royal Navy sailing ship to sail around
the Horn without the aid of steam. The
training establishment, HMS GANGES,
was the first shore-based establishment
to bear a name with the ‘HMS’ prefix.
To add to these facts there is the unique
association the GANGES has had with
‘tea’. The first GANGES was a ship do-
nated to the Royal Navy by the East
India Company, shippers of tea, dur-
ing the American Revolution (not un-
related to tea and the tax thereon!).
Now the figurehead from the GANGES
is mounted at a school located on the
former family estate of a gentleman
who made his fortune
shipping tea!

Past Commodore Wayne Pearce,
Commodore in 1988 and member
since 1976


