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Saltspring Island Sailing Club
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, November 29th, 2005

AGENDA

Call to order 1930 hours
Commodore’s remarks
Minutes of Sept. 19th GM
Business arising from minutes
Treasurer’s report
Report of offi cers
 Vice Commodore
 Rear Commodore
 Fleet Captain, Cruising
 Fleet Captain, Racing
 Fleet Captain, Dinghy
 Wharfi nger
 Staff Captain
 Past Commodore
New business
 Hydro*
 Email*
 Awards
 Election of 2006 Executive
Adjournment

—Greg Harmeson
Secretary

* See page 6 for details

Last chance to reserve tickets:
Wednesday, November 16th!

Commodore’s
Banquet

Saturday, November 19th, 1800 hours

The Harbour House Hotel
in the Banquet Room

Tickets - $30 per person

All members and guests
are invited to attend.

Tickets are by reservation, so please
sign the list and put your cheque in

the Staff Captain’s mail slot,
or call Arlene Dashwood @ 537-5050

Join in the fun with dinner,
dancing, and good times.

Celebrate the culmination of another 
year of wonderful boating and

fellowship with Saltspring Island
Sailing Club members!

Commodore’s report
A year has gone by already, so the term of 
this Board is nearly over. Arlene Dashwood 
(Staff Captain), JP Krauss (Treasurer) and 
David Wood (Fleet Captain, Racing) are 
stepping down, JP and David after several 
terms. All three worked hard on behalf of 
the club and are to be thanked for their 
contributions. David, I will miss your special 
brand of wisdom.
 Nominations to fi ll the three vacancies 
are, respectively, Jill Sydneysmith, Norbert 
Schlenker and Bob Jones. Jill has had a
similar experience with the blue water 
cruising organisation; Norbert brings
professional accounting skills from which 
the club can only benefi t, and Bob has been 
a long time active participant in the club 
racing scene. These individuals will be a 
welcome addition to the Board.
 During last week’s storm, the extra fi ngers 
looked as if they were planning a getaway. 
Nick Hodson rose to the challenge of get-
ting them lassoed, lashed and hauled in for 
a secure tie up to the pier. Thanks Nick for 

coming out in the downpour to do this!
 Marine Parks Forever thanked us for our 
(last year’s) annual donation in the amount 
of $1,890. We are one of their major
supporters and have been so since their 
inception in 1989.
 We still need a Bar Captain. Not one 
volunteer has stepped forward to take 
on this fun task. Are we faced with going 
dry, or hiring someone to tend bar at our 
functions?
 On the subject of volunteers, look for an 
upcoming ‘Job Jar’ section in TellTales. It 
will list jobs which need doing and who to 
contact. A ‘Job Jar’ signup sheet will be in 
the lobby of the clubhouse.
 The annual dues and fees were to be paid 
by November 1st to avoid a late payment 
charge. For those remaining unpaid, late 
fees now apply and collection activities are 
underway.
 See you at the AGM on November 
29th.

—April Steel, Commodore

The 2005
Season’s End Race...
and Race Awards Evening which,
according to the yearbook, was to take 
place on the 12th of November was
rescheduled for the 6th of this 
month. 
 Read about this event on page 4.

Cuttings from the annual ritual of ‘trimming back the willow’
are collected and carted off in large tarps
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Mark your calendars now for the

Christmas Party at the Sailing Club
Tuesday, December 13th at 1900 hours

 Bring a present for our ever popular Gift Exchange:
New - maximum of $10

Home-made, or recycled  - ‘priceless’

The bar will be open and refreshments will be served
Come and celebrate the Christmas Season

 with long time and new members!
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TellTales is published ten times a year by the Saltspring Island Sailing Club
152 Douglas Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2J2
 Any part of this pub li ca tion may be reproduced in not-for-profi t pub li ca tions as long 
as you mention us as the source. We are a self-help club where everything is done by 
mem bers, so please come for ward with ar ti cles, photos, letters, non-com mer cial want 
ads, questions or com ments. Please send material for publication by email or leave in 
the ‘TellTales’ box in the club house. Accepted submissions may be edited for clarity, 
restrictions of space, typos and in keeping with our general guidelines.
 Editing/production by Per and Lynetta Rasmussen (telltales@saltspringsailing.ca)

You can now read or download 
Te l lTa les issues going

all the way back to 2000 !
Log onto saltspringsailing.ca

Wharfi nger’s notes
Well, another summer is behind us and, for 
most, it is time for winter preparation and to 
plug in our electrical cords. Just a reminder 
to ensure that your cords are ‘fi t for duty’, 
do not become a tripping hazard on the 
dock, and that your lights, fans, etc. are 
within the power draw for which you have 
arranged. If you have any doubts as to your 
power consumption, please call me and I 
will measure your electricity to help you. 
This will avoid any ‘shock’ later when we 
conduct our electrical checks.
 It would appear that our club was a very 
popular destination for reciprocal members 
this year. To the end of October we had 
361 visits compared to 282 in 2004. The 
feedback I received by mail and from guests 
I talked to should make you proud of our 
club and facility. A big part of the praise 
was for our volunteer Daily Wharfi ngers 
who greeted our guests and made them 
welcome at our club. On behalf of those 
grateful guests and the Board, I would like 
to express a very big THANK YOU to those 
who took part in the Daily Wharfinger 
Program.
 With the work planned for C-dock and 
breakwater this winter we are going to 
have to fi nd temporary homes for about 30 
boats in that area plus arrange new assigned 
positions for about 13 members who will 
be displaced by the new fi ngers. We are 
currently in the process of making arrange-
ments for the temporary relocation. We 
will inform everyone involved as to where 
and when. For those of you who require a 
new assigned slip, I intend to consult with 
each of you during the coming months to 
(hopefully) combine your needs with the 
best utilisation of the new facilities. If any 
members (in the area of C-dock and BC 
Ferry fl oat) are planning to be away during 
the January/February time please contact 
me so we can make a plan to deal with 
your boat.
 Thanks,

—Bob Scott, Wharfi nger

On the docks
What a beautiful day our Fall Work Party 
turned out to be. The list of jobs on the 
docks was accomplished in record time 
again, so thank you to everyone who turned 
out. Our painting jobs were the only ones 
not possible since it had not dried enough 
from the previous days of rain. Several 
members have volunteered to do some 
painting should a ‘window’ of dry days 
appear. The things slated for preservative 
and/or paint are any safety ladders or fi re 
extinguisher boxes needing it and the tops 
of the new electrical posts on DE-dock. If 
anyone manages to do some painting I 
thank you for the effort and again, many 
thanks to all who attended work day.
 Our C-dock and BCFC dock replacement 

House and grounds
Hopefully, by the time you read this, the 
inside of the clubhouse will have a fresh coat 
of paint. I hope everyone likes it.
 We had a good turnout at the Fall 
Cleanup, and got a lot of jobs done. Many 
thanks to all who turned up, despite the 
threat of rain, and worked through what 
turned out to be a beautiful day. Particular 
thanks to Chris & Marilyn Schmah, for their 
generosity in donating and planting the new 
shrubs in the bed on the lawn in front of 
the clubhouse. In due course these should 
help to suppress the horsetail. Unfortunately 
there are a lot more leaves to clear after the 
recent strong winds we have had. If anyone 
would be willing to arrange the clearing of 
these please contact me.

—Nick Hodson, Vice Commodore

project is progressing well as we are in the 
process of fi nalising a contract with IMFS 
Inc. and will be receiving their approval 
drawings soon. We have not had replies 
from any of the authorities yet but do not 
anticipate any problems based on our past 
applications.

—Norm Dinsmore
Rear Commodore

SALTSPRING ISLAND SAILING CLUB
4th November, 2005

Re: Annual General Meeting

The following members have been nominated by the Nominating Committee 
to serve on the Board of Directors of the club for the next year, 2005-6, in the 
positions stated. They will be proposed at the Annual General Meeting to be 
held at the clubhouse on Tuesday, 29th November 2005.

Commodore April Steel
Vice Commodore Nick Hodson
Rear Commodore Norm Dinsmore

Fleet Captain, Racing Robert Jones
Fleet Captain, Cruising Marc Lalonde
Fleet Captain, Dinghy John Wellingham

Staff Captain Jill Sydneysmith
Wharfi nger Bob Scott

Secretary Greg Harmeson
Treasurer Norbert Schlenker

According to By-laws 11 d) and 11 e) when called for by the Chairman of 
the Annual General Meeting, further nominations for any of the above
positions may be presented to the members for election. Nominations from 
the fl oor will only be accepted if the nominee is present at the Annual General 
Meeting and has a proposer and seconder.

Russ Crouse (Chair), April Steel
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Fall Work Party 2005
October 15th turned out to be one of the 
most beautiful Work Party days—proving 
that moving it from early November to mid-
October was an unmitigated success. Here 
are a few of the many tasks club members 
took on—photographically recorded by Linda 
Reynolds and the Editor.

Club members hard at work—clockwise—are 
Greg Harmeson, Manfred Melzer, and Phil Hume; 

Russ Crouse power-washing Lasers; Charlie Addison 
trimming a bush; Arlene Dashwood ringing the lunch 

bell; Tony Meek and Shelley, his willing helper; 
mid-morning coffee break served by Gail Meyer to 

Jon Healey, Derek Barrio, Nigel Denyer and a crowd 
of hungry members; Chris Schmah falling all over 

himself and a ‘bee-bush’; and part of the large work 
gang who made fingers ready for the new C-dock



RACING NEWS

Continued on page 6

Total Points Trophy
The winner of this year’s trophy for the boat 
with the most points through the three rac-
ing series, Spring, Summer and Fall is, as it 
was last year, ELECTRA, sailed (often single-
handed) by Roger Kibble. Congratulations 
Roger on a very impressive and consistent 
performance. Details of the results may be 
found on the website.

A racing retrospective
When I took over as Fleet Captain Racing 
three years ago, I was a relatively new mem-
ber of the club, who very much enjoyed the 
club’s racing program, but had little idea 
what it took to make it happen. I suppose 
most of us are like that—content to enjoy 
the activities, and not too worried about 
how they actually come to pass. Personally 
I see nothing wrong with this, because with-
out members who are willing to join in and 
participate in the various events, the work 
done by the organisers is all for nought.
 One thing I knew right from the start 
was that in my immediate predecessors, 
Pete Drage and Kevin Vine, I had two hard 
acts to follow: one the apogee of enthusi-
asm, the other highly organised (and also 
enthusiastic). I knew what I liked about 
the racing program that these two had 
run—the friendly welcomes, the offers of 
help and encouragement, the keen but not 
cut-throat competition on the race course, 
and the camaraderie in which everyone 
joined in after the race was over. Naively, 
I thought that all this would just carry on, 
and that all I would have to do was do a 
bit of tweaking with the program here and 
there. 
 There is no doubt that these three years 
would have been much more of a challenge, 
and the racing program very different, if 
Bob Jones had not volunteered to act as 
my second in command. Almost everything 
that has been achieved we did together, 
and much of the time I had the feeling that 
he was the one doing most of the work. 
 Perhaps the piece of received wisdom 
which had the greatest influence on us, 
and which at the time we accepted with-
out question, was that the success of the 
racing program could be measured by the 
number of boats which came out, the more 
the better. It took us a while to realise that 
often the reasons why people stop racing, 
either temporarily or permanently, are 
beyond the ability of the racing organisers 
to do anything about. Every day people 
make life choices. Some are minor choices 
which involve missing a race, but others 
will be major decisions which may involve 
selling a boat or leaving the club. No mat-
ter how good the racing program, it will 
not change these decisions. Fortunately, 
just as frequently, other choices are also 
being made which bring new members to 
the club, or old members out racing more 

often. After several months of the roller 
coaster ride between success (more boats 
out) and failure (fewer boats), Bob and I 
decided that the best thing we could do as 
race organisers was to leave the life choices 
where they belonged, with those who had 
to make them, but to make sure that those 
who did come out and race with us had as 
much fun, and felt as welcome, as we could 
possibly manage.
 We also came to realise that racing is 
not just about the race itself. The Round 
Saltspring Race is a very good example of 
this. Some years, the sailing part is long, 
frustrating and boring; but the overall ex-
perience is never less than stellar, because 
of how well our club organises and executes 
the non-sailing parts of the event. Even after 
a very poor race in 2004, in which half the 
boats failed to finish, registration in 2005 
was right where it had been the year before, 
because people came back for the experi-
ence, not just the race. We felt the regular 
racing program could learn something from 
this, so we started to encourage dockside 
get-togethers after the races. Sometimes 
these take the form of an organised barbe-
cue in the summer or a dinner in the club 
house in the winter, but more often they 
are simply an impromptu gathering on the 
dock or on one or two of the boats. We even 
tried some pre-race breakfasts, with mixed 
success; it seems people are more in the 
mood to relax and enjoy themselves after 
the race is over.
 The other approach we took was to start 
to change some of the events on the racing 
calendar, at times replacing one or two of 
the less popular races, at others adding a 
new event. The ideas which have stuck (to 
this point) are: starting some races later in 
the day, at 1200 rather than 1000; the one-
day regattas in March and July, each with 
several shorter races; and the new Vendée 
Salt Spring, the short-handed (perhaps soon 
to become exclusively single-handed) race 
around the island, with an overnight stop 
at Maple Bay, also in July.
 It has to be said that this slightly re-
vamped race program did not suit every-
one. Perhaps more accurately, there was a 
feeling that it was fine as far as it went, but 
it did not go far enough, particularly when 
it came to encouraging the more serious 
racers. Some people made the point that 
if we were to run our own program in a 
more professional manner—with a formal 
race committee, marks set for each race, 
not starting in less than 5 knots of wind, 
etc—then we would be doing a better job 
of preparing SISC boats to participate in the 
more serious off-island races, like Swiftsure, 
Southern Straits and others.
 Finally there was the issue of handicap-
ping. It is a sad fact of handicap racing (as 
opposed to level or one-design racing) that 
everyone believes their own rating is too 
low, while those of other boats are too gen-
erous. Further, the base rating assigned to 
a boat assumes that all boats are prepared 
and sailed to the same level, which is clearly 

not the case in our club. To deal with this, 
some clubs use a system which adjusts a 
boat’s base rating to reflect its actual per-
formance, using past results to work out 
a handicap for each boat. The argument 
against these perfomance-based handicaps 
is that they remove the incentive to improve 
both sailing skills and boat preparation, by 
allowing poorly prepared and sailed boats 
to finish in the middle of the fleet (on cor-
rected time). When you add to all this the 
different performance of the various boats 
under different weather conditions, and the 
fact that the most commonly used rating 
systems make no allowance for weather, 
you begin to get a sense of the hornets’ 
nest which handicapping can be.
 Perhaps, then, I should not be surprised 
that the issue of handicapping caused us 
more grief over the past three years than 
any other issue. For awhile the race com-
mittee was at a stalemate, and there is no 
doubt that the differences within the com-
mittee spread out onto the race course and 
soured the mood.
 I think that the road-to-Damascus 
moment came for several of us about the 
same time, when we realised that these 
differences of opinion were taking the fun 
out of racing. And without the fun, all we 
were left with was an expensive and time-
consuming activity, to which we would be 
very unlikely to attract others. It may seem 
such an obvious conclusion that, looking 
back, it is hard to understand how it could 
have taken us so long to get there. But you 
have to remember that as a new member 
of the executive, you don’t ask yourself 
fundamental questions about what we are 
doing and why. You just try to do your job 
without looking like too much of a fool. 
As Fleet Captain Racing, there is a lot of 
(mostly self-inflicted) pressure to go along 
with the momentum the racing program 
has built up over the years, to carry on the 
traditions of the club, and to honour the 
spirit and intent in which the racing trophies 
have been donated. It is only with time that 
you gain the confidence not only to ask the 
questions, but also to feel that the answers 
you provide will honestly reflect the history 
and traditions of the club. 
 So what do we have at the end of 2005? 
We have a racing program which, first and 
foremost, tries to honour the spirit and 
traditions of the Saltspring Island Sailing 
Club—not those of any other clubs, fine and 
admirable though they may be—only of our 
club, what it has stood for in the past and 
what we want it to stand for in the present. 
We want to run a program with the same 
spirit of Salt Spring hospitality, friendliness 
and generosity that shows itself so well in 
the annual Round Salt Spring Race. We try 
to run races which allow boats and sailors at 
many different levels to race together and 
have fun doing so; where everyone will have 
a fair chance of winning if they sail well, but 
where winning, while important, is not as 
important as taking part. We want a racing 



 There were two awards to be decided 
by vote. This was conducted by a show 
of hands with the nominees promising to 
keep their eyes closed. The sailor voted as 
the most improved was Scott Simmons of 
STRAWBERRY EXPRESS, and it is with some 
diffidence that I have to report that your 
scribe and ALACRITY were voted the most 
enthusiastic.

—Bob Jones
ALACRITY

Racing Awards Night
Our 2005 Awards Night broke new ground 
this year—but let’s start at the beginning.
 Sunday, 6 November, after a week of rain, 
the weather turned fair and the wind was 
up. David reckoned we could get in two 
races, starting at 1200: a warm-up race to 
Second Sister and back and then a second 
race to Batt Rock, Welbury Spar and back. 
The second race broke new ground in that 
we used an excellent but hitherto unrealised 
start line between the speed buoy and the 
fixed speed notice below Goat Island. 
Further ground-breaking was a finish line off 
Grace Point Light from which we proceeded 
to the Government Floats and there gath-
ered in Shipstones Pub for the Awards.
 Very new paint in the clubhouse had left 
us searching for a home. Shipstones readily 
agreed to accommodate us and, with about 
30 to 35 sailors present, we filled the room. 
The ambience was fitting to the occasion 
and the service great. David had carefully 
brought all the trophies to the venue but 
wisely left them in his car. It was announced 
that if a winner really wanted his/her trophy 
presented, David would do so in the car 
park afterwards. There were exceptions. 
The Total Points trophy is perhaps the most 
important Trophy and fortunately is among 
the smallest. This was awarded with much 

applause to Roger Kibble and ELECTRA for 
the second consecutive year. The main 
event of the evening was of course the 
Broken Tiller Award. This was a particularly 
good year for indiscretions and the tiller 
changed hands many times. I am sure the 
good food, good drink, good company and 
good atmosphere had much to do with 
it. Keith Simpson was the eventual ‘win-
ner’ and, being lost for words, accepted 
graciously.
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David Wood, FINAL DASH, explaining
why he should not be nominated for

the Broken Tiller Award

Race results for 2005 (pro forma)
RACE FIRST PLACE SECOND PLACE THIRD PLACE

Ground Hog JJ FLASH FINAL DASH DERYN MÔR
Ben Mohr Rock MINKE ELECTRA JEEKERS
Mcmillan Trophy MINKE JJ FLASH YEOMAN OF CESTRIA
Round Prevost JJ FLASH ALACRITY WESTWIND
Spring Regatta MINKE ELECTRA MADRIGAL
Walker Rock ELECTRA YEOMAN OF CESTRIA JJ FLASH
Portland/Moresby SAORSA ELECTRA QUESTO
Bas Cobanli ELECTRA FANDANGO ALACRITY
Marshall Sharp/RSI FINAL DASH JJ FLASH WESTWIND
Channel Isles #2 FANDANGO ALACRITY MADRIGAL
Jack and Jill ELECTRA WESTWIND SOUL DANCER
Vendée Salt Spring TIGGER J WESTWIND ELECTRA
Wednesday Evening, June FINAL DASH FANDANGO ELECTRA
Wednesday Evening, July TIGGER J FANDANGO FINAL DASH
July Regatta FINAL DASH ELECTRA TIGGER J
Wednesday Evening, August FINAL DASH STRAWBERRY EXPRESS FANDANGO
August Regatta
Pender Leg #1
Pender Leg #2
Captain Passage WESTWIND FINAL DASH MINKE
Night Race
Montague JJ FLASH MINKE FINAL DASH
Single-handed MINKE DERYN MÔR STRAWBERRY EXPRESS
Channel Isles #3 FANDANGO ELECTRA DERYN MÔR
Jack Langdon FANDANGO ELECTRA FINAL DASH
Prevost Challenge
Total Points ELECTRA FINAL DASH WESTWIND
White Sails
Summer Series FINAL DASH ELECTRA TIGGER J
Most Improved Sailor Scott Simmons
Broken Tiller Award Keith Simpson
Bitter End Team
Most Enthusiastic Racer Bob Jones
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CLUB CALENDAR
NOVEMBER
19 Sat 1800 Commodore’s Banquet
29 Tue 1930 Annual General Meeting

DECEMBER
6 Tue 1900 Board Meeting
13 Tue 1900 Christmas Party

JANUARY 2006
1 Sun 1000 Hot Rum Race and lunch
3 Tue 1900 Board Meeting

Secretary’s notes
Welcome!
We would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome new members Edward and Sandra 
Hyslop.
 We have also accepted—with regrets— 
resignations from Ping Drage, Neil Buchan 
& Dorothy Drubek, Connie Holmes, Howard 
& Judy Fry, Colin & Heather Lawler, Fred & 
Pat Jewell, and Fulvio Limongelli & Margaret 
Barrand.

—Greg Harmeson, Secretary

Found...
a small magnifying glass during the recent 
Work Party on Saturday, 15th October. 
Please call me at 537-2500 to claim.

—Hugh Preddy, EXIT II

Walker Bay boats
Many thanks to an anonymous individual 
who donated some valuable Walker Bay 
dinghy sailing equipment.
 We would like to make this available 
to members at bargain basement prices. 
Anyone owning a Walker Bay 8 or Walker 
Bay 10 who would like a sailing rig could 
be very interested in this equipment. Also, 
any member contemplating the purchase 
of a new dinghy may want to consider the 
Walker Bay Boat and then take advantage 
of our stock of valuable and inexpensive 
sailing equipment.
 We have some new and some used equip-
ment, sails, rudders, dagger boards, masts, 
booms, etc. The Walker Bay Boat can be 
seen at West Marine and Steveston Marine, 
and please call Tony Meek 537-4540 for 
more information. All proceeds go to the 
Junior Sailing Program
 Many thanks to Lorne & Colleen Shantz 
who have inventoried and organised this 
equipment.
 Is there any member who has a used and 
even tired small boat trailer behind their 
barn willing to donate to the club for the 
moving and storage of our inflatable fleet? 
If you do, please call me at 537-4540 for 
free removal.

—Tony Meek, MINKE

Hydro billing period
A suggestion received from a member floats 
the idea that October through March is the 
true peak six month winter period for hydro 
needs, rather than the current November 
through April choice which is presently 
offered—with the remaining six months 
being the summer period selected by a 
few members.
 If this is a widely held view, the following 
possibilities are offered as alternatives:

Peak winter period, November through 
March, plus October (keeping within the 
same billing year), with summer period 
becoming April through September;
or,
Peak winter period, November through 
April, plus October (seven months), and 
summer period becoming May through 
September (five months).

The second option would require a re- 
allocation of the hydro rates to reflect the 
change to the number of month’s usage 
(7/5 vs. 6/6).
 A poll will be taken at the AGM to deter-
mine if a change is required.

Email usage
One suggestion made at the September 
General Meeting was to increase the usage 
of email to circulate information about club 
business and events. There was a vigorous 
positive response to this suggestion by those 
in attendance. As a result, you were asked 
to confirm your email address as part of the 
annual data confirmation when paying your 
annual dues and fees.
 While a couple of members are not in 
favour, email is an effective way to com-
municate certain types of information.
 What would you like to be reminded 
about or know about? Upcoming socials 
and particulars? Urgent matters arising after 
TellTales is published which can’t wait?

—April Steel
Commodore

Plan ahead!
We are planning to have a diver to scrape 
props and check boat bottoms in early April 
for $25 a boat. There will be a detailed an-
nouncement in the March issue. Plan to be 
a part of this opportunity!

—Jim Ganderton, VALKYRIE

Staff Captain’s report
Do you have your tickets reserved for the 
November 19th Commodore’s Banquet? 
If not, you have until Wednesday, November 
16th to sign up at the clubhouse, or phone 
me at 537-5050. This year the event will 
be held at the Harbour House Hotel, in the 
Banquet Room. We think the setting will 
lend itself to an atmosphere of shared cama-
raderie and fun, and we have an excellent 
buffet dinner arranged for and will dance to 
the tunes of Gene Grooms’ Band.

Last month’s Work Party
What a turnout we had to the Work Party 
on October 15th! We tallied a total of 65 
to 70 people attending—by counting the 
number of coffees and muffins we served 
at the first break.
 The ‘kitchen crew’ did an amazing job at 
preparing and serving the hungry workers. 
This time we made all of the food ourselves. 
In the past, we have ordered lunch from the 
High School kitchen, but as they were on 
strike, we had to go the ‘home made’ route, 
and did so with great success. Many thanks 
go to Jill Harmeson, Shirley McLaughlin, 
Tanis Smythe, Gail Meyer, Colleen Shantz, Jill 
Sydneysmith, Norah McCloy, Jenny Barrio, 
and Rheona Severson. Special thanks go to 
Linda Reynolds for making and serving chili 
and cornbread to the appreciative crew.

Coming on December 13th
Our club’s celebration of the Christmas 
Season will take place on Tuesday, 
December 13th, at our clubhouse. Be sure 
to mark your calendars now for this even-
ing of fun.
 I am looking for assistance for this event, 
so please call me and let me know if you 
would like to help.

My year comes to a close
I have thoroughly enjoyed my year as your 
Staff Captain, and being on the Board of 
Directors, and do appreciate the efforts of 
all the wonderful people who were involved 
in hosting the year’s social activities. My best 
wishes go to the incoming Staff Captain, 
and I ask all of you to ‘step up to the plate’ 
and give them your willing assistance. 
 What a great club! It has been my honour 
to serve you in this capacity.
 Sincerely,

—Arlene Dashwood, Staff Captain

Racing news, from page 4
program that grows a race into an event 
in which all participants feel included; and 
where complaints about ratings, your own 
or anyone else’s, take place in front of the 
Rating Committee, not on the docks after a 
race. And finally, we want a racing program 
which is accepted by all club members, 
whether they race or not, as a central and 
essential part of the club’s commitment to 
its mandate, of promoting sailing and boat-
ing in the waters of the Gulf Islands.
 A tall order? Perhaps. A lot of work, 
certainly; but definitely worth trying for. If 
I had had as clear a vision three years ago, 
it would certainly have saved a lot of time, 
and produced a better program today. I 
offer these thoughts to Bob Jones not as a 
blueprint for next year, only as a starting 
point on which to build a stronger, better 
integrated and more participatory racing 
program. 
 I will be right behind him.

—David Wood
Fleet Captain, Racing


