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WHARFINGER’S REPORT 
  

We assigned one slip recently to Greg Slakov (IMP). This makes 
our marina full once again.  The wait list for new moorage has 
also grown to 10. 
 This is just a reminder that the new billing year for moorage 
and electricity for the winter term is coming. Please include the 
fee for your winter electrical requirements with your payment.  
If you aren’t sure how much power you will need we can check 
it for you so there are no surprises once you get plugged in. 
Also, for your safety as well as other club members’ make sure 
your cords are in good condition and suitable for use on the 
docks. 
 Our summer Wharfinger program has come to an end for 
another season. We had 379 visitors up to the end of 
September. As usual our club received rave reviews from our 
guests. I want to thank those of you who participated in the 
summer Wharfinger Program, particularly the 26 volunteers 
who covered 80 percent of the days…WELL DONE!  We are 
currently reviewing the program to see how we can encourage 
wider participation. 

 Bob Scott 
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COMMODORE’S REMARKS 
 

Many thanks to Bryan Zapf for assuming the Chair and Norah 
McCloy for acting as Registrar of Round Salt Spring 2007!! 
 The judges had a fun time picking and choosing from the 
array of costumes, hats, wigs, jewels and accessories worn to 

the Salmon BBQ. Lorne/a Shantz of the SV Afternoon Delight 
and Sharon MacKinnon sporting je ne sais quoi haute couture 
were the costume grand prize winners. Each won a set of tickets 
to go whale watching graciously donated by Sidney Marine and 
Safari Ltd.  
 An animated discussion took place both at the September 
General Meeting and the October Board Meeting around our 
reciprocal arrangements with other clubs and the challenges of 
supporting it through the Summer Duty Officer (Wharfinger) 
program. Members place a high value on both reciprocal 
privileges and the hospitality our club provides to visitors.  
Statistics show fellow clubs make considerably more use or our 
facility than we do of theirs. 
 Some changes under consideration for summer duty are the 
duty hours, less coverage for non peak days, and delegation of 
the staffing of the summer duty roster. Changes made would be 
intended to facilitate and promote more volunteerism and 
maintain the reciprocal spirit. 

April Steel 

HELP WANTED 

Summer Duty Officer in Charge 
Assist the Wharfinger by 
preparing and “staffing” the 
summer Duty Officer roster. 

 Event Hosts 
 Assist the Staff Captain by acting 
as host and organizer to any of 
our social events. Some follow a 
“script”, some are carte blanche, 
be it Christmas, Hot Rum, Salmon 
BBQ or your call, put your stamp 
on it! 

 
“Yellow Max” Custodian 

Individual to maintain our yellow 
harbour speed limit dinghy, 
anchor in spring, take out in fall. 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Individual to “staff” ad hoc 
positions and jobs such as those 
listed above. Place ads in TT, 
coerce, sweet talk/ bribe to match 
members interests to the current 
and changing needs of the Club. 

 
Four interesting and fun possible 
ways to accumulate your 20 
hours of club volunteer time! 
Contact April Steel for particulars 
at 537-4207 or grailer1@telus.net 

REMINDER 
 

The club's invoices for annual fees 
and moorage will be mailed 

October 10th.  
 Please date your cheques 

November 1st and return them 
right away as we do have a 10% 

late payment charge! 
 The insurance summary page 

must also be included. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Please join us in welcoming the 
following new members: 

• Chistopher & Cheryl Gadsby, 
• Jamie & Sherry Macdonell 
• Marianne & Menno Banman  
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... and here are some members 
who joined more recently. 
 The next time you run into 
these people on the docks you 
can greet them by name ! 

WHO’S WHO 

John Gibbs Gary Railer Mike Ablitt & 
Paula Davies 

 Roger Cooper 

 

Tell Tales is published monthly, 
September - June.  

 A full-colour PDF version of 
TellTales is available on the club 

website:  
http://www.saltspringsailing.ca/ 

 Deadline for submissions to 
the next edition is  

Friday, November 3, 2006 

FOR SALE 
This powerful and reliable, 
15 tonne, 5HP, 2-cylinder 
diesel engine is available at 
a very reasonable price.  
  Apply to the Editor of 
TellTales. 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 
In this edition we again feature an entertaining cruising story (see page 
6) Similar items as well as Letters to the Editor are encouraged. 
Submissions may be emailed or be left in the TellTales mail drop at the 
clubhouse. 
 One of our members suggested that the font size used in TellTales 
be increased. Apparently his eyes are getting to be like mine! The font 
size used in this edition remains at 10 pt; but I have switched to 
Bookman Old Style rather than the more commonly used Times New 
Roman. 

FREE EPIRB 
Does anyone have a good use 
for an old EPIRB?  It is an 
ACR model RLB-24 bought 
in 1993.   It broadcasts to 
satellites on 406 Mhz like the 
new ones. 

  I can't give much of a sales 
pitch because frankly it is 
outmoded.  The battery still 
works but is long overdue for 
replacement which might 
cost as much as the cheap-
est new epirbs ($750 in 
U.S.).  It is heavy and 70 cm 
long, new ones are smaller 
with added features such as 
GPS. 

John Sprague @537.0760 

SAME BOAT 
DIFFERENT NAME 

Jim and Sandi Ballantyne write 
to explain that they have decided 
that the original name of their 
boat BALLY was not suitable.  
 They have renamed BALLY to 
MAGGIE - in memory of their 
bridesmaid who passed away a 
couple of years ago. 

Our club has around 200 mem-
berships - representing close to 
400 faces! Unfortunately I, for 
one, don’t know them all by 
name! Here are two long-standing 
members.......  

VICE COMMODORE’S REPORT 
 
I have had 3 or 4 enquiries recently from members who are unaware of 
the procedure for renting the clubhouse. The clubhouse is available to 
members for private functions, or for use by other non profit groups 
sponsored by a club member. 
 To book the clubhouse: 

1. Check the clubhouse booking calendar in the entrance 
lobby to see if the date you want is available. (Please 
do not write on the calendar) 

2. Phone the Vice Commodore to check that the date is 
still free & that date will be held for you. 

3. Complete the booking form (found in the envelope 
below the calendar labelled "Clubhouse Rental Forms") 
and leave it in the Vice Commodore's box. 

There is a fee of $1 per person attending with a minimum payment of 
$20. The renting member is responsible for the building, clean up etc. 
and also obtaining a liquor licence if necessary. 
 I have also received a complaint about cars parked on the roadway 
between the lower parking lot & the pier, causing an obstruction to 
vehicles trying to unload at the pier head. 
 The Board discussed this & felt that not only were these vehicles 
an obstruction to other members but could be a problem to any 
emergency vehicles. Consequently we are asking members not to park 
in this area, & "No Parking" signs will be put up in the near future. 
 A reminder that November 4th is our Fall Work Party Day. There is 
plenty of work to be done around the Clubhouse & Grounds. I will be 
putting up the list of jobs a week or so before the day to allow 
everyone to choose their task & bring the appropriate tools. I hope to 
see you all there.  

Nick Hodson 
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REAR COMMODORE’S REPORT 
 

The Yellow Max has been relieved of it's duties and is now resting up 
on the dinghy dock. The Max has been in the excellent care of Hugh 
Preddy for the past two years and is now in the need of a new 
custodian. Anyone who would be willing to look after the  
maintenance (minimal after a thorough refit by Hugh) and the 
seasonal launching and recovering should please contact me. 
       Two inspections are underway to determine some of our future 
maintenance requirements for the docks. An inspection of the pier 
timber structure has been done and a diving inspection of the two 
northern breakwaters to try to determine the cause of their tendency 
to tip seaward will be completed shortly. 
 During the pier inspection it was discovered that the water side 
pile of the two leaning piles which support your boat on the grid is 
rotted nearly through at the mud line and is unsafe. 
  Please do not use the grid until further notice. 

 Norm Dinsmore 

RACING CAPTAIN’S REPORT 
 

INTERCLUB CHALLENGE,  30TH SEPTEMBER & 1ST OCTOBER, 2006. 

This year was our turn to host the Interclub 
Challenge; it comes round about every five years. 
With two days of racing we do have to feed the 
crews and being later in the season a BBQ was not 
an option. Fortunately the forecast prior to the race 
days was good and participation allowed us to test 
the “sit down meal” capacity of the clubhouse.  
 The event is team racing with a team consisting 
of three boats with an aggregate handicap of 450 or 
as close as one can get. SNSYC and LYC provided a 
team each and we had three teams. Regrettably 
MBYC canceled their team so we had 15 boats, not 
the 18 we had hoped for. 
 Visiting boats arrived Friday evening: Derek 
Emerson & Bryan Zaph found homes for most boats 
inside the breakwater. Caitlin Schlenker had the 
bar up and running by 1730 and David Wood 
arrived with excellent pizza from the Fulford Inn. 
Roger Kibble handled cash contributions for food 
and distributed his very comprehensive race and 
course instructions. Our sailors did the club proud 
in welcoming the visitors and everyone had an 
enjoyable evening. 

 Saturday morning started with coffee, muffins 
and skippers meeting and by 0915 racers were 
powering down the harbor headed by Ron Watson 
in BLUE BAYOU with the race committee which 
allowed us to be more imaginative in course setting. 
We set the buoys and took up station on the start 
line out at Second sister. Conditions were perfect 
with a light wind from the SouthEast. The first race 
to Horta Shoal and return started at 10:05, then a 
quick 30-minute sprint to Welbury & return 
followed by Batt Rock & return and it was time for 
lunch. The wind was holding so the last race of the 
day was Welbury; U62; Batt Rock and back to 
Second Sister. The four races, for a total distance of 
13.5 miles, were completed by 15:30. Our guests 
certainly provided a more competitive standard than 
perhaps we are used to and the club skippers no 
doubt told their crews after the first start, “hey folks 
this is serious stuff”. (See Photo). Just to keep the 
race committee on their toes we had one over early 
and one protest. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dick at work on Gwaihir 

TIPS FOR CRUISERS 
To keep cheese fresh, wrap in 
vinegar-soaked cheesecloth. 

It really works ! 
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STAFF CAPTAIN’S REPORT Photos by Colleen Shantz 

MS Lorna Shantz 

Sandi 

Commadorable 
Capt of MAGGIE 

Bob Jones, Dave Arnott  
& Dave Howell (Da Boys) 

Hawaiian cowpokes 
Capt. Phil of  TOAD HULL II 

The Salmon BBQ held on Sunday 
September 14,  went off with a bang due 
to all the great help. 67 members 
attended. 
 Colleen Shantz and Sandi Ballantyne 
did a great job setting up. Arlene 
Dashwood and Dorothy Finnegan did the 
flowers and took tickets from the 
members as they arrived. Kitchen helpers 
Gail Meyer, Susan Paynter, Anne Byrne 
Jennie Barrio, (forgive me if I have left 
anyone out) did a great job of assisting 
my daughter Kelly and myself.  
 This time we catered totally ourselves 
and gave Thrifty’s a break! I am sure we 
will use them for the work party on 
November 4. I will also be making a large 
vat of home made soup as it can be very 
cold in November. 
  Tickets being sold at ArtSpring on the 
whole was a great success and took a lot 

of pressure off volunteers and myself. 
 Our BBQ chefs Bob Jones, Dave 
Arnott and Dave Howell, did a superb 
job. Thank you, and thanks go to Mike 
Byrne and his assistants for running a 
very smooth bar. 
 The costumes were great fun and we 
must wrack our brains for another theme 
next year. I always think going in a 
costume gets any party going. There were 
some great Pirates and Chris Pattinson 
and her friend looked great in ship wreck 
costumes. Good for them!  
 Our next social is to be held on 
October 17th. It will be a potluck. Looking 
forward to seeing you there. 
 The fall work party is on November 
4th and the Commodore’s Banquet is on 
November 18th. Tickets will again be sold 
at ArtSpring. 

 Jill Sydneysmith 

  By the end of the day it was clear that IMAGINE 
from Sidney skippered by Koit Teng was the boat to 
beat and SNSYC, the TEAM to beat. Salt Springs #1 
team lay second and Greg Slakov skippering IMP 
was hard on the heals of IMAGINE. It had been a 
wonderful day of close racing in a spectacular 
setting and the wind gods were kind to us. A tough 
act to follow however by the time we were on the 
docks our Staff Captain, Jill Sidneysmith was in the 
galley and Caitlin was again setting up the bar. 
David Wood had two BBQ’S producing beautiful 
beef while a well-crafted selection of vegetables gave 
us all a memorable dinner. Fresh raspberries, ice 
cream and the usual toppings were the grand finale 
to a great day of sailing and social activity. 
 

 
 Sunday morning greeted us with more sun but  
less wind. We shifted location to the inner harbour 
and our regular start finish line. We managed two 
races before noon when the wind died. At the end of 
the first race the SSI #1 team was in striking 
distance of SNSYC. Our newest race boat 
CALIENTE, a C&C 115 was showing her up wind 
form (see photo). The wind went light giving 
advantage to the smaller, higher rated boats from 
SNSYC and they became the clear winners of the 
event. Our star performer was IMP skillfully sailed 
by Greg Slakov and his crew. 
 The scoring used was the low count system 
recommended by CYA and an abstract of the results 
showing team and individual positions is attached. 

 Bob Jones, Alacrity 

(Continued from page 3) 

I regret that these graphics are 
hard to read - ed. 

Results by teams 
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USEFUL URL 

Take your dog for a walk. 

Dozens of Hiking Trails for Boaters in Coastal British Columbia: 
http://www.island.net/~bcamp/ 

October 

S M T W T F S 
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8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
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22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

November 

WORK PARTY/CLEANUP 
Saturday, November 4th. Starts 

08:30 
Your participation is expected 

 
ADDED ATTRACTION 

Two of our stalwart (brave, clever, 
strong, sporting, etc. etc.) members 

will demonstrate a  
MAN OVERBOARD RECOVERY. 
(At least we hope he will be recovered) 

 
This amazing event will take place by the outside breakwater at 13:00 

(bring the last of your lunch if you have to) 
BE THERE TO CHEER THEM ON 

SALTSPRING POWER & SAIL SQUADRON 
extend an invitation to all SISC members to attend two fall 

events. 
 

Friday October 13 - 18:00 
Hamish Murray, Marine Sector Specialist, Metrological Services of Can-
ada will give a presentation and answer questions related to imminent 
changes to the Marine Weather and Forecasting Services. 

 
Friday November 3 - 18:00 

Anne Clarke, Cpl., Coastal Watch Coordinator/DND Liaison, on the 
RCMP's Coastal Watch Program.  An initiative similar to Neighbour-
hood Watch, but intended for the marine community. For further infor-
mation on the Program go to  

http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/bc/crops/caw/coastal/index_e.htm 
 

Both events will be held at the SISC clubhouse  Both events  will fea-
ture an open/cash bar with 'pot-luck' appetizers and sweets. Coffee 
and tea will be provided.  As seating space will be limited. please call or 
email Linda Reynolds at 537-1195 or robreyn@uniserve.com to reserve 
your spot in the front row.  Memberships will also be available to any 
interested parties that qualify and wish to become part of the Salt 
Spring Island Power & Sail Squadron. 

MINKE 

OCTOBER EVENTS 

NOVEMBER EVENTS 

Friday, October 13th - 10:00 
Presentation: Marine Weather 
 
Sunday, October 15th - 10:00 
Race: Channel Isles #3 
 
Tuesday, October 17th - 19:00 
October Social (potluck) 
 
Sunday, October 22nd - 10:00 
Race: Jack Landon Trophy 

Friday, November 3rd - 18:00 
Presentation: Coastal Watch 
 
Tuesday, November 7th - 19:00 
Board Meeting 
 
Saturday, November 18th 
Commodore’s Banquet - 18:00 
 
Sunday, 19th 
12:00 Race: Season’s End 
16:00 Racing Awards Social 
 
Tuesday, 28th - 19:30 
Annual General Meeting 

CALENDAR 

Potluck at the clubhouse.  
October 17th. 

18:00 

OCTOBER SOCIAL 

Everyone’s coming! 
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A great start to a cruise in 
perfect weather and a sail 
up Trincomali Channel to 
anchor in the gap between 
the Secretary Islands. 
 Next morning a leisurely 
coffee in the sun and leave 
in plenty of time to make 
Dodd Narrows. The gods 
however have plans for us. 
The  ov e r -h ea t ing  a la rm 
sounds, so turn off the en-
gine, pull up the boards, cut 
off the through-hull, and 
clean out the water filter 
filled with nasty weeds. Bet-
ter check that all is clear 
and turn on the through-
hu l l .  No  wat er  ge t t ing 
through. So undo the hose 
clamps, sweat to take off the 
intake pipe, turn on the 
valve, and poke heavy wire 
through the hull. Water eve-
rywhere but at least it is 
flowing so put everything 
back. Now we are a little 
late so full steam ahead and 
through Dodd with barely a 
ripple. On to Newcastle Is-
land for two relaxing nights. 
The evil water gods have 
been defeated. 
 We sit in the cockpit en-
joying morning coffee. Better 
check the charts and tides 
to get us through Porlier 
Pass. Perhaps cutting a lit-
tle close so let’s leave now 
straight across the harbour 
and no need to check charts 
as we have been here several 
t imes. The depth alarm 
sounds. Quick, throttle back 
and then into reverse. Too 
late, as we grind onto the 
infamous mound in the har-
bour covered with thick 
weed. And there we sit in 
fu l l  v i ew o f  downtown 
Nanaimo. A local Good Sa-
maritan offers to take out 
the anchor and tells us that 
some one hits the mound 
nearly everyday including a 
50 foot cruiser that sank 
last year. Luckily a rising 
tide and two hours gets us 
off with only our reputation 
damaged.  
 Now it is too late to catch 
the slack through Porlier so 
we’ll have to go through 
Dodd Naroows. The sail goes 

up in a fair breeze that sud-
denly drops to zero near 
Duke Point. The engine goes 
on and a few minutes later 
the dreaded overheat alarm. 
No sweat except for the ferry 
bearing down a quarter mile 
away. So on the radio to the 
ship advising that we have 
no wind and no power. The 
ferry captain is very nice 
about it as is the Coast-
guard who wants all the 
details. Finally, clean the 
water filter of the same 
damn weed and a quiet sail 
to Dodd and then onto Clam 
Bay for the night. 
 We anchor in our usual 
spot, with the Healeys and 
the Pankhursts from the 
Club close by, after a care-
ful circle to ensure 20 feet 
of water. Listen to the 
weather report and decide 
that another 50 feet of rode 
makes sense as there are no 
other boats close and wind 
is forecast. The gods are 
hysterical! 
 Early next morning and 
it is so still that the boat 
doesn’t rock a bit. Race on 
deck and notice all the other 
craft are facing a different 
d i r ec t i on .  Yes ,  we  a r e 
aground again for the sec-
ond time in a day but this 
time on a falling tide. That 
extra 50 feet had put us 
right on the bank and even-
tually we completely dry 
out. 
 Those very good friends, 
Jon and Jennifer Healey, get 

a line ashore through the 
mud to ensure that we don’t 
tip and feed us breakfast, 
lots of coffee, and stand by 
until finally five hours later 
we float off. The Pankhursts 
also offered to help us and 
then took pictures of our 
mishap for posterity. Back 
to Ganges, a good meal out, 
drinks, showers, and so to 
bed. 
 Through all this not one 
word of criticism or com-
plaint from the First Mate 
who provided great meals 
a n d  p e r f e c t  c o m p a n y 
throughout. 
 It is a shame that I am 
not a racer as I would have 
been a shoe-in for the Bro-
ken Tiller this year. 
 A  much embarrassed 
John Myers 
 PS: Did I mention that 
the GPS stopped working, 
that the knob on the engine 
control flew off into the 
briny, the blood stains in 
the cockpit from a bashed 
toe when I rushed on deck 
bare footed, and that the 
holding tank vent blocked 
allowing the head to back up 
through the joker valve. 
Perhaps I should take up 
hooking - rugs that is not 
anchor! 
 
Editor’s note: 
The Myers’ boat PAWATA 
has a winged keel, which 
allows it to “stand on its 
own”. 

 

I FORGOT THE SHOT OF RUM FOR THE GODS 
John Myers 


