Opening Day 2019
The night before the sail past, there were
phone calls and emails of worry that the
wind would be too brisk. But, luckily, the
weather gods cooperated and a “wait and
see” attitude could prevail, which resulted
in a suitable wind and a warm, sunny day
for the sail past and Opening Day festivities
on Sunday, May 5, 2019.

lowered Mlags and luffed foresails as
members made their way by.

Fleet Captain Racing Greg Taylor aboard
Shingebiss led the procession, venturing
further into the harbour in a course around
the tugboat Sea Horse.
The focus being our 50th anniversary, the
Coast Guard vessel Cape Naden joined the
contingent. Current Commodore Casey de
Jong honoured Lawrie Neish, the Mirst
commodore of the 1969 sailing club
involving sailing dinghies which eventually
morphed into the Club we know today.
Lawrie and Casey were both aboard
Kindheart, together acknowledging the
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Several past commodores accompanied
current Past Commodore Eric van Soeren
on Second Wind and some attended on
other vessels. Piper and Rear Commodore
Rod Macdonald stood on Second Wind’s
bow and regaled the parade.
After the sail past, members gathered at
the head of the dock and followed the
bagpipes and commodores to lunch.
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Opening Day 2019
This event typically brings out a good
contingent of members (approximately
100 as an informal count this time) and
there is much to catch up on and a sense of
reuniting for the coming season.
Conversations are keen and there is a
heightened sense of camaraderie as people
emerge from the winter and reconnect
with their boats and boating friends.

After the luncheon, a race was organized.
Bob Jones on Oasis won the draw prize.

Mike Dawson and his crew set up
sandwiches, cake and mimosas on the Club
grounds under tents, and a gaggle of happy
members gathered to toast the Club and its
history. Commodore Casey spoke about
the Club’s beginnings and members raised
their glasses to each other, to the founders,
and to the Club’s bright future.

Photos by Colleen Shantz, Victoria Skinner, and Ryan
Preddy (more available on our Flickr page)
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